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For the Christian Journal. 


An Address preparatory to a Course 
of Catechetical Instruction. 


Tue little manual which we style 
the Catechism, is so called from its 
containing the elements or first princi- 
ples of Christian instruction—of that 
instruction which is necessary to make 
each one of us wise unto salvation. It 
was composed by good and wise men 
—by men holy in their lives and con- 
versation —men of great talents, learn- 
ing, and experience—and, above all, 
by men upon whom had descended a 
more than ordinary portion of that 
wisdom which cometh from above. It 
was composed for the use of persons 
of every age, but was particularly de- 
signed to train up /itéle children in the 
way in which, in duty to God, them- 
selves, and their dearest and highest 
interests, they should walk; in the 
* nurture and admonition of the Lord; 
in the knowledge of God the Father, 
who made them and all the world, of 
God the Son, who redeemed them and 
all mankind, and of God the Holy 
Ghost, who sanctifieth them and all the 
people of God. When they were 
brought to the font to receive, at the 
hands of God’s ministers, the holy sa- 
crament of baptism, their sponsors, 
Neen by reason of their tender age 
they could not answer for themselves,) 
their sponsors promised, among other 
things, that they should learn the Creed, 
the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten Com- 
mandments. Now these, and all other 
things which a Christian ought to know 
and believe to his soul’s health, are 
contained in the short Catechism set 
forth by the wisdom of the church, and 
are adapted, as far as possible, to the 
slender capacity of childhood. These 
it is their duty to learn, and thus in 
pert comply with what their sponsors 
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promised in charity and affection for 
them. I say it is their duty to learn 
these, by which I mean, to commit them 
to memory —and this of itself is no un- 
important end. For they will have 
acquired, that which in after life they 
would feel much indisposed, and would 
find exceedingly difficult, to acquire. 
They will have acquired that, of which 
the recollection will not be peadily 
effaced. They will have acquired that, 
for which they will, through God’s 
grace, thank you, Christian parents, 
to the latest hour of their existence. 
But your duty does not end with your 
children merely committing to memory 
lessons however excellent in them- 
selves, however abounding with hea- 
venly truths. Your next endeavour 
must be to make them understand these 
truths—to understand the import and 
sense of what they have laid up in their 
memories. With a view to this, it 
must be your endeavour to present the 
various subjects of which the Catechism 
treats to their mind in as plain and 
simple a form as possible—the ques- 
tions must be varied, divided, or am- 
plified, as occasion may require—the 
meaning of the words employed by 
them in returning the proper answers 
must be asked, with a view to ascertain 
whether or not they comprehend the 
sense of what they are reciting, And 
here I cannot but express my great sa- 
tisfaction with the performance of se- 
veral among those whom it has been 
my duty and pleasure to examine ia 
this place. From them I received the 
consuling assurance, that their judg- 
ment, no less than their memory, had 
been called into exercise; that their 
parents had not been satisfied with 
their learning to repeat the very words 
which they found in their books, but 
had taught them to study and reflect 
upon those words, until they were able 
29 
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to give the import of them in language 
of theirown. This, however, was not 
to be expected from all. There is so 

reat a difference of age among the 
children who very properly attend to 
this duty, that what can be attained by 
some, is beyond the reach of others. 
But it should be the endeavour of every 
parent, that his children may do, what 
some have so happily effected. It will 
be attended with this great advantage 
—the task assigned them will be much 
more agreeable, and more easily ac- 
complished, when they comprehend 
the sense of what they are endeavour- 
ing to remember. 

You thus see, Christian parents, that 
the memory and judgment must both 
be engaged in the duty of which I am 
speaking. One thing more, however, 
is necessary, without which the other 
two will profit them little. The heart 
must co-operate with the judgment and 
memory. For what will it profit you, 
my young friends, to understand and 


to remember the infinitely momentous. 


truths which your Catechism teaches 
you, if you do not, at the same time, 
feel a personal interest in them? What 
will it profit you to know that Al- 
mighty God created this great universe, 
and preserves it, with all it contains, in 
its glorious beauty, if you do not feel 
that love, and gratitude, and praise, 
are due from you as dependants upon 
his bounty and mercy? What will it 
profit you to know that Jesus Christ, 
the eternal Son of God, by a cruel and 
shameful death, hath expiated the sins 
of mankind, and redeemed them from 
the bondage of sin, Satan, and everlast- 
ing death, if you do not feel it your 
duty, by faith, repentance, and obedi- 
ence, to secure your title to the benefits 
which he hath purchased for you? 
What will it profit you to know that 
the third Person in the adorable Tri- 
nity, by his sanctifying influences, en- 
ables all the people of God to do his 
will, unless you, from a sense of your 
helpless condition by nature, supplicate 
the aid of his grace to enable you to 
work out your Salvation. 

Worldly knowledge is useless, un- 
less Gpplied. The knowledge of our 
duty is also useless, unless it lead to 
the performance of it. Though we 
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could understand all mysteries, and all 

knowledge, we should be profited no- 

thing, unless we believed with the heart 

unto righteousness. While, therefore, 

I cannot but commend the diligence of 

those parents who provide that their 

children commit to memory, and find 

out the meaning of the language of the 

Catechism, I am bound to assure them, 

that the purpose of instruction is not 

answered until the heart of the pupil 

becomes affected by it. Unless their 

knowledge make them better members 

of society, more dutiful to their pa- 

rents, more desirous to do the will of 
their Father in heaven, more anxious 

to make their calling and election sure; 

unless it penetrate them with gratitude 
to their Creator, their Redeemer, their 
Benefactor, and their God, it will profit 
them nothing. When, therefore, you 
are required to teach your children a 
portion of the Catechism, consider it 
not in the light of an ordinary lesson, 
but as one in which they and you have 
the deepest concern; as a short view 
of those sublime and essential doctrines 
which a God of infinite mercy has re- 
vealed for the government and restora- 
tion of our fallen race, and in which 
each one of us has an interest of un- 
speakable moment. Try to make them 
feel the importance of religious know- 
ledge—try to direct their footsteps by 
it. But this can only be done with the 
aid of God’s special grace, and the 
Catechism teaches us to call for it by 
diligent prayer. Let, then, their stu- 
dies in the book of religious wisdom 
be attended with fervent supplication 
to him who alone can order our unruly 
wills and affections, and he will not 
fail to bless the means you employ to 
instruct them; he will grant them to 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
their Lord and Saviour; he will en- 
able them to attain unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ; 
he will bring them at last to those re- 
gions of blessedness, where they shall 
always behold the face of their Father 
which is in heaven. 

Christian parents, you design to 
bring your young children here to be 
instructed, or rather examined, in the 
first principles of religion; and I thank 
you, in the name of my Master and 
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his Church. that you so intend. You 
will thus comply with the solemn 
charge given you at the time of their 
baptism, “ that you should provide for 
their learning the Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, 
and all other things which a Christian 
ought to know and believe to his soul’s 
health.” Be persuaded to continue in 
thus well doing. 
It is acknowledged, on all hands, 
to be extremely difficult to adapt the 
language of religious truth to the 
narrow capacity of childhood. It 
has been the endeavour of pious and 
Jearned persons in every age of the 
church, with but indifferent success, to 
overcome this difficulty. After all the 
efforts which have been made, it is be- 
lieved, it will be found that the little 
formula prepared by the church of 
England for their use, comes nearer to 
the object than any other. And al- 
though in this there be many things 
hard to be understood by them, yet, 
being faithfully recorded in the tablet of 
memory, they are reserved to a season 
of more maturity, when the faculties of 
the mind shall have become expanded, 
and its energies invigorated. While, 
however, the difficulty of which we 
speak is admitted and felt, it is, at the 
,same time, very properly thought, that 
the period of early childhood is best 
for commencing this course of instruc- 
tion, as being that in which it is more 
easily and more readily committed to 
memory than at ary subsequent period 
of life. Now, would it not be natural 
to suppose, that a knowledge of this 
difficulty would induce parents to con- 
tinue their children in this nurture and 
admonition of the Lord (however early 
they might commence it) until the in- 
tellectual powers were more commen- 
surate with the duty? Would it be 
imagined, did not experience declare 
it, that as soon as they have come to 
sufficient years, to obtain an enlight- 
ened view of what they are taught, they 
should be allowed to discontinue their 
attention to it? Is it possible, that 
whatever relates to human knowledge 
1s prosecuted even to the years of man- 
» While that knowledge, which 
maketh wise unto salvation, is thought 
Worthy of attention only from those 
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who are but little advanced beyond the 
term of infancy? Is the knowledge, 
then, which fits us for acting our part 
in the fugitive concerns of time, of so 
much more importance than that which 
renders us meet for the inheritance of 
saints in light? Is it so much more 
difficult to obtain an acquaintance with 
what relates to this perishable world, 
than to know Him, whom to know and 
serve is life eternal. 

No longer then, Christian brethren, 
dishonour the High and Holy One who 
inhabiteth eternity, by appropriating 
to the knowledge of divine things only 
the period of early childhood, while 
riper years are given to the elements 
of human science. No longer degrade 
the sublime and infinitely momentous 
doctrines of our holy faith, by permit- 
ting your children to suppose their ac- 
quisition an employment fit only for 
those who are almost literally babes 
and sucklings. You dishonour the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; you 
dishonour the dread Sovereign of the 
universe, whose will is therein reyeal- 
ed; you dishonour the Almighty Sanc- 
tifier of the faithful, by whom most 
stupendous miracles were wrought in 
its behalf; you dishonour your own 
profession as Christians, when you 
permit your children thus to under- 
value what they never can too highly 
appreciate. I know what has led to 
the error under consideration. You 
have supposed, in common with many 
others, that a knowledge of what the 
Catechism teaches calls for the exer- 
cise of the memory alone. With this 
view of the matter, it is natural you 
should permit them to discontinuetheir 
attendance here for the purpose we 
speak of, after you were satisfied their 
memories were sufficiently familiar 
with what they are required to learn. 
But I have endeavoured to show that 
there is room for the operation of the 
most mature judgment, and of the 
warmest sensibilities of the heart, in ' 
the exercise which custom consigns to 
the little child exclusively. 

I ask it then from you, Christian 
parents, as a favour shown to myself, 
as a duty to yourselves, your children, 
your Redeemer, and God, that you 
will reguire their attendance on this 
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duty to a period in life much beyond 
what is customary. Of course the in- 
structions given them, of which the 
Catechism will be the ground-work, 
will be of a grade proportionable to 
their growth in knowledge. 

It is my wish to raise catechetical 
instruction to that high estimation in 
which it was held in primitive times— 
in the best days of our mother church 
—and in which it must ever be held, 
so long as a reasonable faith and an 
enlightened piety find favour among 
men. But I can do little or nothing 
without your concurrence and co-opera- 


tion. And these I would urge upon . 


you by considerations the most tender, 
affecting, and solemn; by the present 
and eternal welfare of your children; 
by your obligations as parents and 
Christians; by the increase of virtue 
and piety; by the enlargement of 
Christ’s Church militant on earth, and 
of his Church triumphant in heaven. 


Review of “ A Declaration of the 
Yearly Meeting of Friends in Phi- 
ladelphia.” 

To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Ir really appears to me that there 
never was, in any age of the world, 
amore urgent occasion than there is at 
present for the prayer in the Liturgy 
for deliverance from'heresy and schism. 
With the word charity for ever in their 
mouths, with associations and amalga- 
mations of various denominations con- 
tinually in their practice, the present 
generation seem dikely to ‘transcend 
their forefathers in the discordance of 
their sentiments, and the bitterness of 
their hostility. Calm and still as is the 
atmosphere around us, we are yet, I 
fear, upon the eve of some terrible con- 
vulsion. Already the distant rumblings 
of the earthquake are heard beneath the 
surface. Nay, already some slight 
shocks have taught us to expect the 
most tremendous consequences. Earth- 
quakes have been ascribed to sub- 
stances pent within the bowels of the 
earth, which, by the laws of nature, 
seek to escape from their confinement. 
A philosophical observer here might 
arace.a curious analogy. He might be 
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inclined to attribute the moral convul- 
sion which he sees approaching, which 
already has commenced its ravages, to 
a similar cause—to that great mistake 
as to the laws of human nature and of 
Providence which forbids to the differ- 
ences of opinion, inevitable in our pre- 
sent state of existence, their proper 
vent, in difference of denominations 
and distinctness of measures, which 
seeks to bring about a general union, 
not by convincing the understanding, 
but by stupifying the conscience; not 
by stimulating the love of truth, but by 
inspiring indifference as to her princi- 
ples; not by practising that true cha- 
rity which agrees to differ, but by al- 
leging the miserable pretence that no 
difference exists, or is material. Could 
such a state of things continue undis- 
turbed, I should almost be led to doubt 
the superintending care of Providence. 

I have been led into these reflections 
upon the spirit of the age, and the con- 
sequences to which it is tending, by a 
pamphlet recently published, contain- 
ing “ A Declaration of the Yearly Meet- 
ing of Friends held in Philadelphia, 
respecting the Proceedings of those 
who have lately separated from the So- 
ciety, and also showing the contrast 
between their Doctrines, and those 
held by Friends. New-York. 1828.” 
To the general subject I shall return 
upon some future occasion, should I 
find time and talents to do any toler- 
able justice to its importance. Mean- 
time, it is proposed to make such re- 
marks upon the pamphlet as an atten- 
tive perusal has suggested. 

It is written in a spirit of great firm- 
mess and moderation, and exhibits, as 
its title page imports, a narrative of the 
measures, and an expose of the doc- 
trines of the Separatists. It appears 
that one Elias Hicks, of Jericho, Long- 
Island, began, a number of years ago, 
to promulgate opinions subversive of 
the doctrines of the society. Hecom- 
menced with the old device of accusing 
the “ elder Friends” with “ sticking in 
the traditions of their fathers,” and of 
calling upon the young especially “to 
take the lead” in the work of reforma- 
tion. He next proceeded, while cry- 
dng out against all manner of supersti- 
tion, to lay claim to a * light within, 
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which superseded the authority of the 
Scriptures. Having thus made a breach 
in the wall, opportunity was afforded 
him to pour in a host of heretical opi- 
nions, to deny every doctrine taught by 
Scripture which did not suit his own 
views, or agree with his internal reve- 
Jation. In 1822, the heresiarch paid 
a visit to Philadelphia, and there pro- 
pagated his peculiar sentiments. On 
attempts being made at expostulation, 
by some Philadelphia “ Friends,” he 
evaded an interview, and set them at 
defiance. From this period the author 
of the narrative before us dates “ the 
regular organization of a party devoted 
to his interests.” According to cus- 
tom, in such cases, reports were spread, 
opprobrious epithets were used, and 
great exertions made to enlist parti- 
sans. Under such circumstances the 
yearly meeting of 1823 assembled. 
{is deliberations present a lamentable 
spectacle of violence on the one hand, 
and weakness on the other. It seems 
there had appeared, during the past 
year, in a periodical paper published 
at Wilmington, Delaware, controver- 
sial essays, as if under the sanction of 
the Society of Friends, containing the 
most heterodox doctrines. Selections 
had been made under the direction of 
the “ meeting for sufferings,” (to whom 
such matters it would seem belong,) 
from the standard authors of the so- 
ciety, showing its real sentiments. 
These selections had been printed and 
deposited in the book-room, awaiting 
the authority of the yearly meeting for 
distribution. ‘To this measure a very 
noisy opposition was made, and the 
yearly meeting suffered itself to be bul- 
lied (we can use no term so appro- 
priate) into a resolution to suspend the 
publication of the selections. Thus 
was the only efficient measure pro- 
posed for stemming the tide of heresy 
defeated by a turbulent minority. 
Meantime the advocates of heresy, 
“wiser in their generation than the 
children of light,” actually published a 
pamphlet of extracts containing their 
doctrines, in which, however, words 
Were interpolated, parts of sentences 
omitted, and authors made to contra- 
dict themselves. They also took great 
Pains to circulate a volume of sermons 
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by Elias Hicks, denying the Divinity 
of Christ, his Mediation, and Atone- 
ment. They had recourse to the pe- 
riodical press, and established a paper 
entitled the Berean, devoted to the pro- 
pagation of the same pestilent opinions. 
Previous to one of the yearly meet- 
ings, a man of the name of John Comly 
went about into various parts of the 
country, “ holding private meetings 
with a view of promoting disaffection,” 
and “ preparing the minds of such as 
could be intrusted with his designs,” 
and doing all this “ under profession 
of a religious concern to pay a visit to 
Friends.” Other agents of sedition 
were busily engaged in attending dif- 
ferent quarterly meetings, and endea- 
vouring to procure the appointment of 
representatives to the yearly meeting 
who should promote their views. Whe- 
ther they ever went so far as to promise 
payment of the expenses of such repre- 
sentatives does not appear. ‘Through 
their instrumentality, however, two of 
the quarterly meetings were prevailed 
on to double their usual number of re- 
presentatives, and to send-up to the 
yearly meeting propositions to alter 
some fundamental articles in the con- 
stitution of the society, manifestly for 
the purpose of facilitating their designs. 
Messrs. Editors, methinks we have 
heard of such devices before, the scene 
of whose operation was not a thousand 
miles from the city of “brotherly love.” 
There are more Comlies in the world 
than one—others also understand the 
science of controlling elections, and of 
garbling the language of their opponents 
—By their fruits ye shall know them.” 

But while a revolutionary party 
were thus active, your readers are 
no doubt curious to learn what mea- 
sures were taken by the friends of or- 
der and of truth. How will they be 
disappointed at the fact, that they re- 
mained quiescent! In the narrative 
before us, no notice is taken of their 
proceedings from 1823 to 1827. Even 
at the period last mentigned, they did 
nothing but oppose to their adversaries 
a passive resistance. It is true, that 
at the yearly meeting of 1827, they re- 
fused to elect the John Comly above 
mentioned as their clerk—they refused 
also to consent to the indefinite post- 
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ponement of the yearly meeting pro- 
posed by the same John Comly, a 
measure which, if carried, would in ef- 
fect have dissolved the society. They 
likewise dismissed the insidious propo- 
sitions before alluded to for altering the 
constitution of the society. And this 
last act they consider it necessary to 
apologize for in their “ Declaration,” 
by stating, that it was done at the sug- 
gestion of their adversaries themselves, 
who despaired of carrying them at that 
time, At length the minority resolved 
to do what should long ago have been 
done for them, namely, to separate 
from the society. Accordingly, one 
meeting after another declared itself 
independent, and a general meeting 
of the schismatics was convened in 
October, 1827, which adjourned to 
meet again under the usurped title of 
“The Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in 
February, 1828.” At last, when it is 
too late, when a large proportion of 
their body have been drawn aside into 
the paths of infidelity, the Society of 
Friends has published the statement 
under review, the first act of self-de- 
fence of which they have been guilty. 
They have waited until one arm has 
been torn from its socket before lifting 
the other to defend their head. Though 
it may appear as if we exulted in their 
calamities, than which nothing can be 
further from our thoughts, yet we must 
be permitted to tell them, that their 
misfortunes are mainly attributable to 
themselves. They might have crushed 
the brood of the viper ere yet they had 
been warmed into activity. Why was 
. not this Elias Hicks, years ago, placed 
under proper discipline, deprived of 
his right to preach, and excluded from 
the meetings of that society at which 
he was aiming a blow so deadly? 
Every principle of justice, every right 
of self-defence, every duty to God and 
man, allowed, nay, required, such a 
procedure. Instead of this he was per- 
mitted, year after year, to propagate 
his principles under the sanction of the 
society, and to use all the facilities 
-which that apparent sanction gave 
him to corrupt and pervert its mem- 
bers. But, forsooth, the spirit of the 
age whispered in their ears that he was 
probably sincere, that matters of opi- 


\ 
nion were of little consequence, thatto 
oppose him would be bigotry, that to 
restrain him would be spiritual tyranny, 
that to expel him would be popish per. 
secution. The misapplied terms li. 
berality, charity, and unity, bound them 
hand and foot as bya spell. Why, 
again, in 1823, did they not publish 
their selections? Such a measure, in- 
adequate as it was to the emergency, 
might have put some upon their guard, 
and have checked at least the growth 
of the evil. But they were alarmed by 
an outcry against “ creeds,” and gave 
way in order to secure “‘a state of 
quietude in the meeting.” I wish it 
to be distinctly understood, that I do 
not mean to assert that all the advo- 
cates of modern liberality would have 
carried their charity to such an extent 
as this—would have acted with such 
culpable weakness when their faith was 
thus vitally assailed. But I do say, 
that the conduct of the Society of 
Friends affords a warning instance of 
the principle carried out to its proper 
result. For precisely the same rea- 
soning will apply to all deviations 
from the truth, be they greater or be 
they less. At any rate, an allowed 
indifference to any part of truth, is an 
evil which is apt to grow by indul- 
gence. The multitude are too careless 
to make nice distinctions. I am ready 
also to acknowledge, that a part of the 
inefficiency displayed by the Society 
of Friends may be attributed to the de- 
fective nature of their government. 
With its details I am not acquainted; 
but from the statements of the pam- 
phlet itself, it is manifestly both com- 
plicated and feeble. Would to God, 
they would return to the bosom of that 
church, pure in faith, and energetic in 
discipline, from which, in an evil hour, 
their ancestors departed. Such a man 
as Elias Hicks would not have been 
tolerated among us even for a moment. 
Could he have been hypocrite enough 
to have continued to use our forms, his 
sermons would immediately have ex- 
posed him to censure and ejection. 
The liturgy and discipline of the church 
present an impracticable barrier against 
the inroads of heresy. She is founded 
upon “a rock,” and * the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against her.” 
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As, to the doctrines of the Separat- 
ists, I shall say but little. They are 
the grossest mixture of ignorance and 

umption, of fanaticism anda would- 
be philosophy, that the world has lately 
witnessed. They have no more pre- 
tensions to novelty than the motley 
coverlet composed of patches cut from 
worn-out garments. They area strange 
compound of Tom Paine and Valen- 
tinus, of Gnosticism and Infidelity. 
Their author has borrowed his demon 
of Socrates, and, we need not say, has 
used him to worse purpose than the 
heathen philosopher. We could laugh, 
ifit were not a fitter theme for indigna- 
tion and for tears, at the vulgar pre- 
tensions of philosophers who address 
their hearers in such language as the 
following :—* 1 don’t want to express 
a great many words, but I want you to 
be called home to the substance.” Qua- 
ker, vol. I. p. 40. “ Iwant us to go 
deeper, to come to the spirituality of 
these things, &c.” Quaker, vol. II. p. 
151. “ Iwant us, therefore, in our in- 
vestigation of spiritual things, &c.” 
Quaker, vol. II. p. 217. These are 
the men who set themselves up as 
judges of Scripture, and declare that 
it was only revealed to suit a purpose, 
and is no longer the truth of God, who 
would fain have us adopt their rash as- 
sertions for the revelations of heaven, 
their wretched inventions for a system 
whose divine origin is manifest in its 
internal excellence. These are the 
men who deny the divinity of Jesus, 
and degrade him to a level with them- 
selves, These are the men, in fine, 
who reject his atonement, despise his 
mediation, and are willing to confide 
their salvation to the unintelligible 
axiom of their founder— Nothing can 
atone for sin, but that which induced 
us to sin,” 

With regard to the doctrines of the 
“Friends” themselves, I have only 
time to say, that I was much gratified 
to find that they differed in the points 
under discussion very little from the 
truth, and that little chiefly in words— 
words, however, which, though true 
when rightly interpreted, are danger- 
ous, most dangerous,, when left to the 
‘onstruction of the ignorant and enthu- 
wastic. Yours, &c. D, 
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For the Christian Journal. 


Introduction to the Gospel of St. John. 
(Translated from Kuinoel.) 
[Continued from page 198.] 

§ VI.—Tue Persons To wHom, THE 
Time WHEN, AND THE PLACE FROM 
WHICH, THIS GOSPEL WAS WRITTEN. 


In the Gospel of John there are 
plain indications that it was intended 
for the use of the Hellenistic and Gen- 
tile converts. For the sacred rites, 
institutions, and manners of the Jews, 
are accurately described, ii. 6. 13. iv. 
5. 9. v. 1. 2. vi. 4. &e. Hebrew 
words are also explained, allusions are 
made to the philosophy of the Alexan- 
drian Jews, (see { 7.) and fewer quota- 
tions are made than in the other Gos- 
pels from the Scriptures of the Old 
‘Testament, as these were but little 
known to the Gentiles. With regard 
to the date of this Gospel, learned men 
differ. Some suppose it to have been 
written before, and some after, the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Those who 
hold that John wrote before that event, 
previous to the year 70 of the Chris- 
tian era, endeavour to prove their opi- 
nion from the book itself. See Bas- 
nage, at a. 97. n. 12. Lampe, Prolegg, 
vol. I. p. 158. Lardner’s Supplement, 
vol. I. p. 391. Wegscheider, p. 190. 
First. They appeal to John, xxi. 24, 
where it is written, “ we know that his 
testimony is true.” The use of the 
plural, they say,, proves that this de- 
claration of approbation is not from 
John, but from others, themselves eye- 
witnesses of the life, miracles, suffer- 
ings, death, and resurrection of our 
Lord. \ These must have been com- 
panions of John, who removed with 
him from Judea into Asia-Minor, who, 
it is probable, could scarcely have sur- 
vived after the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. To this it will be sufficient here 
to reply, that the authors of this decla- 
ration might easily have made it on 
other grounds, though not themselves 
eye-witnesses. See also my note at the 
beginning of chap. xxi. Secondly. 
They quote the passage, John v. 2, 
“ there is at Jerusalem, by the sheep- 
market, a pool.” The use of the pre- 
sent tense, they think, proves that Je- 
rusalem was not yet destroyed when 
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John wrote. Michaelis has shown, in 
his Introduc. p. 1173, that this argu- 
ment is of little weight. (See Marsh’s 
Michaelis, vol. 1V. pp. 322, 323.) 
Compare also Eichhorn’s Introduc. 
vol. II. p. 257. Hengius’ Introd. vol. 
Il. p. 230. Besides, according to this 
mode of argument, the expressions, 
“ there was a garden,” in xviii. 1; “in 
the place where he was crucified there 
was a garden,” in xix. 41; “ Bethany 
was nigh unto Jerusalem,” in xi. 18— 
would prove, from the use of the past 
time, that the vicinity of Jerusalem had 
already been devastated when John 
wrote. Thirdly. They produce the 
passage, John xxi. 18, and remark, that 
although our Lord’s prophecy of the 
violent death of Peter is there related, 
it is not added that the event answered 
to the prediction; and hence they in- 
fer that John wrote his Gospel before 
the death of Peter, who was crucified 
at Rome in the reign of Nero, A. D. 
67. See Pott’s Prolegg. I. Ep. Peter, 
p-8. But John might well dispense 
with the mention of this fact, since it 
was sufficiently well known to his 
readers. Besides, had John written 
that passage, xviii. 10, where he re- 
lates that Peter cut off the ear of Mal- 
chus, in the life time of Peter he would 
probably, as well as the other Evange- 
lists, have suppressed the name of Pe- 
ter, lest the disclosure of it should get 
him into unnecessary difficulty. (See 
my note on the passage.) Fourthly. 
They likewise affirm, that in some an- 
cient versions it is noted that the Gos- 
pel was written before the destruction 
of Jerusalem. It is well known, how- 
ever, that these notes are entitled to no 
weight whatever. Michaelis’s Introd. 
vol. II. p. 1171. Their opinion there- 
fore is the more probable, who hold 
that John wrote after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, about the end of the first 
century. For John did not establish 
himself at Ephesus until after the death 
of Peter and Paul, that is, after A. D. 
67. See§1. He published the book 
of Revelation after his return from Pat- 
mos to Ephesus. See Rev. i. 9, and 
§ 1. The rough and unpolished style 
of that book betrays a writer little 
practised in Greek composition. See 
$1. As to the Gospel, its purer and 






[No. 8, 


more polished style, its mode of napra- 
tion, and more sedate manner of writ- 
ing, are enough to prove that John, 
when he wrote it, had lived longer in 
a place where he could acquire a betier 
knowledge of Greek, and was himself 
more advanced in years. Our opinion 
is confirmed by the testimony of the 
fathers, though they differ as to the 
year in which John wrote. Eusebius, 
H. E. IIL. 24, affirms, that John wrote 
last of all the Evangelists. Mark and 
Luke,” says he, “having now pub- 
lished their Gospels, the tradition goes 
that John, who had hitherto employed 
unwritten preaching, at last betook 
himself to writing,” &c. Jerome, in 
his Catalogue of Ecclesiastical Writers, 
says, chap. 9, that “ John wrote his 
Gospel last of all.” According to Epi- 
phanius, her. LL 12, Jolin wrote his 
Gospel “ after ninety years of his life.” 
Suidas thinks (under the word Iwarvs) 
in his hundredth year. The year in 
which he wrote cannot be precisely de- 
termined, but it is highly probable titat 
it was at least after he had attained his 
eightieth year. As to’ the place in 
which he wrote, the most ancient fa- 
thers state it to have been Ephesus. 
Jrenzus, against Heretics, LIT. 1. “ Af- 
terwards John, the disciple of the Lord, 
the one who reclined upon his bosom, 
also published a Gospel while living at 
Ephesus, in Asia.” See also Eusi- 
bius, H. E. V. 8. III. 24. VI. 14. Je- 
rome, in his Preface to Matthew, states, 
that “John, when he was in Asia, 
where even then the seeds of lieresy 
were springing up, was obliged, by al- 
most all the then bishops of Asia, and 
by committees from many of the 
churches, to write more fully concern- 
ing the divinity of the Saviour.” 
Wherefore, (especially as this state- 
ment is confirmed by the internal’evi- 
dence of the Gospel itself,) those au- 
thors are not worthy of ‘attention who 
suppose John to have written his Gos- 
pel in the Isiand of Patmos. This is 
the supposition of Hippolytus “ on the 
Twelve Apostles,” and of the Pseudo- 
Athanasius, in the works of Athan- 
asius, vol, II. p. 155. See Lampe, 
Prolegg. vol. I. p. 153. Keilius on 
Fabricius’ Bibloth. Gr. vol. 1V. 
774, ed. Harles. 





~— ——-s~, 7 ~ => 


rn i el, i ll 


ees! 


’ Luke ii. 25, 30, &c. 





August, 1823.] 


ViL.—On. “THe Worn” or Joan. 

That Christ is called, by John, “ the 
Word,” in the first verse of the first 
chapter, is apparent from a comparison 
of verses 4, 7,10. Besides, in verse 
14, it is plainly stated “ the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us,” &c. 
But interpreters differ greatly as to the 
sense in which, and the reason for 
which, John uses this term. 

A. Many, as Laurentius Valla, and 
Beza, in their notes on the passage, 
Titman in his Meletem. Sac. S. a 
commentary on John’s Gospel, Lips. 
1816—-8, and in his Dissertation, “ Je- 
sus proved to be God and Saviour in 
the Gospel of John,” p. 7, are of opi- 
nion, that the abstract is here used for 
the concrete (Acyes for 6 Acyouevos, an- 
swering to the more usual term, 6 
sgyoucves,) “the Word,” for the per- 
son “spoken of,” er promised. This 
hypothesis rests upon the following ar- 
guments. First. The Messiah was 
entitled in that age, by way of excel- 
lence, “the person about to come,” 
“the person promised,” o cgyomeves, 
Matt. xi. 3. John vi. 14. xi. 27. Se- 
condly. Abstracts of the same sert are 
used a hundred times for their con- 
cretes, as “ salvation” for Saviour,” 
cwrngia for cwrng) iv. 22. * Salva- 
tion” and “consolation of Israel,” 
Thirdly. The 
Hebrew word ("\3°3) which answers 
tothe Greek aoyes, and the English 
“Word,” is frequently employed to 
express a promise, and is so translated 
in the Septuagint—so that ¢ Asyopeves, 
the person * spoken of,”? may well be 
used for the person “ promised.” 
Fourthly. This mode of interpretation 
is most consistent with the design of 
John. For he is endeavouring to show 
that Jesus was the promised and ex- 
pected Messiah. Hence it was na- 
tural that he should use this appro- 
priate title, especially as Jesus himself, 
in all the discourses preserved by John, 
speaks of himself as sent by the Father, 
and of the Father as sending him. 
Titman (in his Dissertation above 
quoted, page 7, and in his Treatise, 
“Traces of the Gnostics sought in 
vain in N. T.”) following Witsius, 
(Mis. Sac. vol. II. Exercit. 3,4 18, 


P- 102,) thinks that the above interpre- 
Vou, XII. 
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tation is confirmed by the parallel pas- 
sages, 2 Sam. vii. 21, and 1 Chron. 
xvii. 19. In the first of these is read 


IIT W3AYI “ for thy Word’s 
sake;” inthe latter, (93 WW3Y3 


“ for thy Servant’s sake.” These in- 
terpreters observe, that in those pas- 
sages the Hebrew words signifying 
“ Word,” and “ Servant,” are used in 
the same sense; that the Hebrew word 
signifying “ Word,” 2 Sam. vii. 21, is 
accordingly translated in the Septua- 
gint by the Greek dovacs, Servant; 
that besides, ‘the Messiah is especially 
called, Isa. li. 13, “the Servant,” 
“the Minister of God;” and that 
hence John might well use Aoyes, the 
“ Word,” to denote that “ Servant” of 
God promised in the Old Testament, 
viz. the Messiah. To this we reply, 
that in the passages above quoted, the 
Messiah is not spoken of, and that the 
authors of the Septuagint probably 
translated 2 Sam. vii. 21, from a read- 
ing which differed from the present. 
As to the interpretation of Aeyes, which 
supposes the abstract put for the con- 
crete, and that “the Word” is the 
same with the person “ promised,” no 
reason can be given why John should 
denote Christ by this unusual and figu- 
rative term, instead of the well known 
and plain o cexomsves, OF e®ayyeraro- 
xeves, Which signifying -literally, “ he 
that cometh,” and “he that is pro- 
mised.” It is plain, also, that the 
term was well known already to his 
readers, as John uses it without expla- 
nation. We must therefore seek else- 
where for its origin. 

Nor can the opinian, a little different 
from the above, be maintained, which 
holds that “ the Word” is used for “ he 
that speaketh,” (0 Acyes for o Acywr,) 
and signifies a divine teacher, the au- 
thor of a better doctrine. - This was 
the opinion of Origen, who, in his 
commentary on John, p. 41, interprets 
the term, “the Word,” by the phrase, 
“ He who proclaims the secrets of the 
Father,” (0 magayyeAromeres Te xeuia 
tedrareos,) and also of Epiphanius, 
who, in Heres. 73, explains it, “ the 
interpreter of the counsels of God,” 

igunvers TOY ToUbsoUBsvAmmaTw.) See 
Suicer’s Thes. Eccl. vol. II. p. 259. 
30 
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These fathers have been followed by 
Doerderlein, Instit. Theol. Chris. vol. 
I. § 105, obs. 2, by Storr, Eckermann, 
and Kuhn. The maintainers of this 
opinion observe, that “ light” is used 
for “giving light,” gas for Qaim, or 
dwrigav, John i. 4, 5, 7, and the 
phrase, “the way and the truth,” for 
“ pointing out the true way.” They 
add, that Aceves (translated “ the Word’) 
frequently means “ doctrine,” as in 
Matt. vii. 24.26. Rom. ix. 6. Heb. iv. 
12. 2 Peter ii. 5, and in the Septuagint 
verston, Prov. ii. 17, where the He- 


brew pox is translated by the ab- 


stract diduexade. They quote also 
Wisdom xviii. 15, where a celestial 
being, in consequence of being an am- 
bassador from God, is called “ the 
Word of God ;” and Luke iv. 36, zi¢ 
eves évze¢; “what a Word is this ?” 
which ought, however, to be translated, 
how’ great a matter is this?” See 
note on the passage. They refer like- 
wise to Rev. xix. 13, where Christ is 
called “the Word,” ¢ Acves. But there 
it does not signify simply “teacher,” 
as is shown by thecontext. For John 
has just been speaking of the slaughter 
of the enemies of the Word, and plainly 
says, that there is a mystery in the 
name which could not have existed, had 
it meant nothing more than teacher. 
John, therefore, manifestly uses the 
term in this passage in a higher sense, 
see Paulus, Kommentar, &c_ ; nor does 
there exist any monumelt of antiquity 
in which the attributes predicated by 
John, of the Logos, are attributed to 
that term taken in the sense of speech, 
teacher, or orator. 
( To be continued_) 
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For the Christian Journal. 
Thoughts og Female Education. 


Ip the April number of the Journal 
of Education, there is an article, ap- 
pearing to be an extract from the Me- 
dical Writings of a Physician, (Dr. 
Covke) addressed to Parents, om the 
subject of early and fashionable eduea- 
tion; particularly as it respects females. 
After remarking how very much the 
emotions of the mind influence the 
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health of the body through the nervous 
system, he says—* The interest which 
appears due to this will be increased 
when we look around us, and behold 
the silent inroads which deformity and 
disease have been making upon the 
health or beauty of the present genera- 
tion of females, and consider that their 
great natural susceptibility makes them 
peculiarly allied to suffering, and gives 
them a conformation less favourable to 
mental tranquillity.’ He goes. on 
through some length to show, that the 
natural counterbalance to this confor- 
mation, (a disposition which renders 
the emotions fugitive in proportion to 
their violence,) is ina great measure 
changed as early habits of application 
are encouraged. He shows that female 
studies being for the greater part light 
and superficial, only increase the evil, 
as they leave the mind uninterested; 
and thus their confinement is more in- 
jurious to the, constitution than the se- 
verer studies of the males. In his own 
words, again—“ It is truly at oncea 
melancholy and appalling considera- 
tion, how large a proportion of young 
women of the present day, who are fa- 
shionably educated, whether at home 
or at boarding-schools, are victims to 
consumption, scrofula, and spinal dis- 
eases.” And again— One thing is 
certain, the bodily strength of the fe- 
males of the upper and middle classes 
of society, has been materially injured 
by the fashionable modes of instruction 
which have now for years prevailed.” 
He urges parents to consider, whether 
the exchange of physical strength and 
mental grace, for these fashionable ac- 
complishments, (which, from the strug- 
gles attendant on their acquirement, 
they must soon relinquish,) is not too 
great a.gacrifice. He vindicates his 
bringing these disagreeable truths for- 
ward, by stating his profession as one 
of the guardians of the public health; 
and concludes with the following excel- 
lent Christian warning :—* I might 
ask, with yet more seriousness of in- 
quiry, Are those who have the care of 
children quite sure, that in thus far im- 
molating them on the altar of this 
world, they run no risk of depriving 
them of all * good hope’ of that which 
is to come?” 
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One reason for noticing thus parti- 
cularly this article, is to inquire, Are 
these things so? If they are, ought 
not every one, as far as influence or ex- 
ample will reach, to endeavour to ef- 
fecta change? We fear, judging by 
our own observation, we may find too 
many early blossoms of the human 
family fading around us, not to make 
us fear that there is truth, lamentable 
truth, in his conclusions. Might not 
these alarming effects be in some mea- 
sure obviated, if not overcome, not by 
abandoning early cultivation, but by 
regulating and directing it in a different 
manner. In the first place, however 
desirous a parent may be that his chil- 
dren should be accomplished in the ac- 
quirements of this world, he should be- 
gm (if he wishes his children to be 
proficient) in endeavouring (through 
the blessing of God on his exertions) 
to impress deep devotional feelings 
on their minds, and teach them to 
regard their Maker as ever near to 
them, as observing their conduct with 
approbation or displeasure, according 
as they succeed in their little struggles 
of temper in their required lessons. 
This will be a work of watchfulness 
and care; but untoward indeed must be 
the disposition which the untiring love 
of a mother, or father, may not suc- 


* ceed in forming thus into a love for ap- 


plication to every thing necessary for 
their station, from a sense of duty, and 
from cheerfulness and peace of mind 
in having performed it. In the higher 
ranks of life, the “‘severer studies” of 
the males might be brought in very use- 
fully, as an auxiliary in diversifying 
the occupations of females. In order 
to make them useful, they ought not to 
be urged, but mentioned occasionally 
as desirable and lawful sources of gra- 
tification. Those females who have 
been happy in acquiring a taste for 
Study may be made known to them 
through their lives, and no occasion 
lost in conversation always to lead 
them to learning as one of the greatest 
enjoyments of which the haman mind 
iscapable; always excepting, it is to 
be observed, that ‘religious confidence 
and peace necessary to the enjoyment 
of any earthly blessing. 

The lighter and more elegant ac- 
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complishments might be reserved as 
rewards for application to any particu- 
lar study that might be thought neces- 
sary, and not be quite so pleasant to 
their tastes. Their exercises might Be 
short at first, and varied as much as: 
possible, and be gradually increased ; 
and in most instances, the children’s 
minds would be found to increase with 
them. A young child ought not (for 
its health’s sake) to be confined very 
long at one time; but the “ttle that is 
required, should be attended to with 
steady application. This might be re- 
warded by some pleasant healthy ex- 
ercise, and, as the child grew older, by 
lessons in music, drawing, or any of 
those little minor acquirements thought 
necessary in the education of females, 
and particularly suitable to their sex. 
Here it is recommended that the dis- 
position should be particularly attended 
to, in order to ascertain, by their suc- 
cess, if there is any particular study 
which natural temper would seem fo 
point out as agreeable, or disagreeable 
to it. How many young. females 
(whose stations in life would always 
leave them lawful leisure to pursue 
whatever study their minds might pre- 
fer) have their health and spirits wasted 
in long confinement, in endeavouri 
to acquire a complete knowledgindr 
music or drawing, without ear for the 
one, or taste for the other; when, if 
their capacities and turn of temper 
had been observed, they might have 
been occupied with pleasure in the 
exact sciences, or in the acquisition 
of languages. This plan, we believe, 
carefully pursued, with religion for its 
base, will, in most cases, bring out a 
delightful superstructure, “a sound 
mind in a sound body.” But where 
constitutional weakness has denied 
them the latter, they will at least be 
blessed with an energetic and active 
mind, capable of drawing happiness 
from the only true source, the religion 
of Jesus Christ. They will thankfully 
endeavour to enliven their hours of 
weakness and solitude by the practice 
of those pleasing sciences and acquisi- 
tions which they had attained as amuse- 
ments or rewards, and which they have 
never learned to dislike, by being 
forced to study them. 
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With regard tothe middle rank of life, 
whose'education ought to be directed, in 
very many respects, differently, much 
might be said ; but as this communica- 
tion is already too long, we will merely 
add, that there are active duties incum- 
bent on them, which they ought to be 
brought up to know and to fulfil. These 
would, of necessity, give them bodily 
exercise, and with it increase of health. 
Here let their industry and proficiency 
in their domestic duties be rewarded by 
permission (where it is convenient) to 
apply to some favourite study in any 
of the branches before mentioned. 
These would engage their leisure, en- 
large their understandings, and fit them 
for any station to which, in after life, 
they may be removed by Providence. 
By these means many trifling visits 
(not to say sometimes dangerous, as 
it respects their Christian profession) 
may be avoided, as they will, if care- 
fully brought up to it, in general prefer 
study at home to visiting abroad, for 
the occupation of their leisure hours. 
It may be said, this plan can only be 
carried through at home, under the su- 
perintendence of a parent; and this 
will be to those, whose stations in life 
appear to demand almost all their 
time, more than they are willing or 
able to undertake. We would address 
mothers in particular, and ask them, 
if all the enjoyment the world can 
offer, is worthy to be compared with 
that of carefully watching and cultivat- 
ing the minds of their children, of con- 
. ducting their studies in such a manner 
as, with the blessing of God, (which 
they are authorized to expect,) may 
eventuate in their growing up fruitful 
in all good works. ‘This system of 
education, once commenced, will (in 
general) perpetuate itself, as children 
brought up in this manner will, when 
parents, if not before, be sensible of its 
advantages, and endeavour to reward 
their own parents, by carefully attend- 
ing to the education of their own chil- 
dren. M. A. 

—_—_a__ 
For the Christian Journal. 
Early Piety. 
Messrs. Enrrors, 

A particular friend of mine lately 

lost a fine little girl, about six years of 
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age. Having heard that she had ex. 
hibited, in her last illness, the most 
gratifying evidence of the value of early 
religious instruction, accompanied by 
the blessing of God’s grace, I requested 
him to favour me, in writiag, with 
some of the most interesting particu. 
lars, intending to ask for it a space in 
your pages. It may be read with profit 
by both parents and children. 
Yours sincerely, 


K. 


My pear Sir, 

I feel a mournful gratification in 
complying with the request you have 
made, that [ would commit to writing 
some of the circumstances attendant 
upon the last moments of my little 
daughter, whom it has pleased the Al- 
mighty to take from this world. I do 
so the more willingly, as I think this an 
instance of the unspeakable comfort 
which Christian parents may derive 
from having afforded early religious in- 
struction to their children ; a comfort 
which must be entirely lost by follow- 
ing the dictates of that false philoso- 
phy, which would persuade us to defer 
all such instructions until the mind be 
capable of judging for itself, and of vo- 
luntarily receiving or rejecting the 
more abstruse doctrines of our faith. 

My little girl, like the rest of our 
children, had been instructed by her 
mother, from the first dawn of her rea- 
son, in such of the principles of our re- 
ligion as she could comprehend; and 
had been habituated regularly to offer 
up her prayers to the Good Being. 
She was extremely docile and affec- 
tionate; and appeared (to us at least) 
to have a feeling uncommonly deep, 
for so young a child, of the sublime 
works of creation. While yet an in- 
fant in the arms, she frequently drew 
the attention of those about her to the 
beauties of the heavens; and would 
express, in her childish way, the 
strongest admiration of them. When 
she was between three and four years 
old, we took her with us to the Falls of 
the Passaic; and while we were view- 
ing them, she appeared to be much im- 
pressed by the magnificence of the sur- 
rounding scenery, and said to her mo- 
ther— Has not the Good Being made 
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jt beautiful here?” Although a mere 
child, full of life, and activity, and 
playfulness, she was distinguished by 
a propriety of conduct which seldom 
needed a reproof. When very young, 
the measles left her with a humour in 
her blood, which finally settled in one of 
her eyes, and rendered dieting, blister- 
ing, and much medicine, necessary dur- 
ing her whole life. But these were all 
submitted to without in the least injur- 
ing the uncommon sweetness and buoy- 
ancy of her disposition. No self-deny- 
ing Christian could submit more pa- 
tiently to the daily privations from 
which she saw all around her exempt- 
ed, but_ which never drew from hera 
murmur. 

A few weeks before she had com- 
pleted her sixth year, she took the 
whooping cough ; in addition to which, 
she was violently attacked, about ten 
days before her death, by an inflamma- 
tion of the chest, which baffled all the 
skill of her physicians, and the care of 
her anxious parents and attendants. 
She suffered much from this last disor- 
der. Several times, during her illness, 
she asked her mother to “tell her a 
prayer to say to the Good Being”— 
which she would repeat after her with 
great apparent fervour. The day be- 
fore her death she was seized with 
great pain. At this time her mother 
perceived her little hands clasped, and 
heard her repeating the Lord’s prayer. 
After finishing this, she ejaculated— 
“Oh! God, the Father of heaven, have 
mercy on me !—Oh! Jesus Christ, my 
Saviour, have mercy on me!” During 
her agony, she said—*I shall die; I 
wish | could die at once; I wish the 
Goud Being would take me to: his 
happy world!” This extreme pain 
lasted but a short time; and after it 
was abated, as she lay apparently doz- 
ing, she turned her head, and said to 
her mother—“I am an angel—How 
lovely I feel !”? . 

She afterwards spoke no more in 
this manner; but though much op- 
pressed by her complaint, appeared 
perfectly composed in mind; and would 
look at her mother, and say to her— 
“ My mother—my sweet, precious mo- 
ther!” Her innocent liveliness of dis- 
Position continued with her almost to 
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the last; for, not more than ten hours 
before her death, while her mother was 
preparing something for her to take, 
after she had been made to think that 
she should not be disturbed any more, 
she looked round at her, and in her 
wented playful manner, said—‘ Oh ! 
Mrs. *****, Mrs, *****, my sweet 
Mrs. *****.”? Ontil the day on which 
she died, she had desired to have the 
room kept dark ; but on that morning, 
which was bright and shining, when 
asked if the windows should be closed, 
she said— No;” and her mother, a 
very short time before she expired, 
observing her eyes remarkably clear, 
and frequently, and as she thought, 
wishfully, turned towards the window, 
said to her— My little angel, you are 
looking at that beautiful blue sky where 
you are going.” She made no an- 
swer ; but in a short time after, when 
the struggles of nature were over, she 
drew up her little hands across her 
breast, and peacefully breathed her 
last; and left to her bereaved parents 
a consolation, in comparison of which 
all the precepts and reasonings of what 
is called philosophy are but as vain 
shadows and idle dreams—the blessed 
consolation of having beheld her depart 
as fearless as a traveller setting out 
upon asafe and pleasant journey ;—and 
of having seen her, though but a little 
child, look up for help in her distress 
to her Father in heaven, and to Him 
who said—* Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of God.” 


For the Christian Journal. 
Reminiscences—No. VI. 


Extracts from Humphrey’s History of 
the Society (in England) for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Fo- 
reign Parts. 

“ Tue society, before they proceed- 
ed to appoint missionaries to particu- 
lar places, resolved to send a travelling 
missionary or preacher, who should 
travel over, and preach in the several 
governments on the continent of the 
British America; by which means 
they hoped they should awaken the 
people into a sense of the duties of re- 
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ligion. For this purpose they sent the 
Rev. Mr. George Keith, who had for- 
merly resided in Pennsylvania, an iti- 
nerant missionary through the conti- 
nent of the British North- America, 
with an allowance of £200a vear. He 
set sail from England on the 24th of 
April, in 1702, and arrived at Boston, 
in New England, on the 11th of June 
following. He performed his mission 
in two years, and returned to England. 
and published a full account of his la- 
bours there, of which I shall give the 
reader here a very short summary. 

* He travelled over, and preached 
in all the governments and dominions 
belonging to the crown of England, 
betwixt North-Carolina and Piscat- 
away River, in New-England, inclu- 
sively, being ten distinct governments ; 
and extending in length above 800 
miles. During the whole time of his 
mission he was very assiduous; he 
preached commonly twice on Sundays, 
besides on week days, and the sermons 
were properly adapted to the hearers 
before whom they were delivered. ‘He 
had generally good success where he 
preached, the people in many places 
were well disposed for receiving of the 
Gospel, and seemed to hear the word 
with great reverence, humility, and 
zeal; they joined with him devoutly 
in the liturgy, and all public, prayers, 
and the administration of the sacra- 
ment, and earnestly desired him to 
present their requests to the society to 
have ministers sent among them. But 
he was_especially successful in his 
preaching, and private and public con- 
ferences, in several places in Pennsyl- 
vania, the two Jersies, Oyster-Bay, in 
Long-Island, and at New-York, where 
he laboured most, and continued the 
longest time. In the two first of these 
places a great number of separatist 
Quakers, or Keithians, who had sepa- 
rated from the body of Quakers in the 
years 1691 and 1692, had quite relin- 
guished Quaker principles, and joined 
themselves to the church of England 
members at Philadelphia; where the 
Rev: Mr. Evans, who had been sent 
thither by the bishop of London, had 
now a very numerous congregation. 
These people, when they saw Mr. 
Keith, who had been the chief instru- 
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ment and occasion of their forsaking 
the Quaker errors, coming again among 
them, and in the character of a minis. 
ter of the church of England, they ex. 
pressed great joy and satis‘action to 
hear him preach what tended to their 
further confirmation in the Christian 
faith. Mr. Evans, the minister of Phi- 
ladelphia, acquainted him he had bap- 
tized above 500 men, women, and 
children Quakers, in Pennsylvania and 
West-Sersey. And Mr. Keith, during 
his continuance in those parts, together 
with the Rev. Mr Talbot, who accom. 
panied him as his associate in his la- 
bours, baptized at least 200 in Penn- 
sylvania, West and East-Jersey, New- 
York, and in some places on Long- 
Island, especially Oyster-Bay 

‘© The Rev. Mr. John Talbot hap- 
pened to be chaplain to the ship, the 
Centurion, in which Mr.,Keith went 
over to America, together with Gover- 
nor Dudley and Colonel Morris; and 
being very much affected with the good 
undertaking which Mr. Keith was en- 
gaged to carry on, he offered to go with 
him as his associate in his travels, and 
was accepted ; several persons of worth 
transmitted to the society a fair cha- 
racter of him, upon which he was sup- 
ported with a salary, and Mr. Keith 
acquainted the society that he was 
very useful to him in his labours, very 
diligent, and very zealous in discharg- 
ing all the ministerial duties. 

‘ There were now settled in Pennsyl- 
vania three church of England congre- 
gations, which had convenient churches 
at Philadelphia, Chester, and Oxford. 
The Rev. Mr. Evans, minister of Phi- 
ladelphia, preached occasionally at 
Chester, and the Rev. Mr. Rudman, a 
Swedish missionary, officiated at Ox- 
ford. At Philadelphia they had pub- 
lic prayers not only on Sundays, but 
also on Wednesdays and Fridays, and 
by a*mean computation there was an 
audience of 500 persons from the town 
and country near Philadelphia, and 
more on great festivals. At the church 
at Chester there assembled commonly 
200 persons, and at Qxford above 150. 
These churches are within 30 miles 
distance of each other, and were fre- 
quented by a considerable number of 
late converts to the church from Qua- 
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kerism, and were persons of good note 
for their Christian conversation, deyo- 
tion, and zeal. There did usually as- 
semble between 200 and 300 persons 
at Burlington, in West-Jersey, about 
20 miles distant from Philadelphia, 
lying on the north side of Delaware 
River. Mr. Keith and Mr. Talbot la- 
poured much among them, and with 

success. The congregation which 
assembled there became a religious peo- 
ple, and well affected to the church of 
England, though formerly the greater 
part of them were a loose sort of per- 
sons, regardless of all religion. Several 
of these desired baptism, and had also 
their children baptized by Mr. Keith 
and Mr. Talbot, or by Mr. Evans, be- 
fore their arrival, and had lately built 
a church, and called it St. Ann’s. 

“Mr. Keith laboured also much 
among the other sort of Quakers called 
Foxians, went to their meetings, and 
offered with all manner of good friend- 
ship to speak there, in ten several 
places: at three in New-England ; at 
one in Rhode-Island; at Flushing, in 
Long-Island ; at Shrewsbury, in East- 
Jersey; at Burlington, in West-Jersey ; 
at Philadelphia, at Oxford, in Penn- 
sylvania; and at Herring-Creek, in 
Maryland; but he found them obstin- 
ately attached to their own notions, and 
instead of showing any expressions of 
kindness, used much reviling language 
towards him. 

“ In divers parts of New-England he 
found not only many people well af- 
fected to the church, who had no church 
of England ministers, but also several 
New-England ministers ‘desirous of 
episcopal ordination, and ready to em- 
brace the church worship. Some of 
whom both hospitably entertained Mr. 
Keith and Mr. Talbot in their houses, 
and requested them to preach in their 
congregations, which they did, and re- 
ceived great thanks both from the mi- 
nisters and from the people. 

“Mr. Keith, during his abode in 
these countries, printed also several 
sermons and tracts, in answer to books 
of Quakers, and others, which were 
generally approved of, and seemed to 
have been very useful towards remov- 
ing some prejudices against the church 
of England. 
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“ Mr. Keith, in the conclusion of his 
narrative, represented to the society 
the want of a great number of minis- 
ters for a people dispersed over such 
large countries; and assured them, that 
several congregations in many towns 
had engaged him to present their hum- 
ble requests to the society to send mi- 
nisters to them. The chief of these 
were Amboy, Shrewsbury, Freehold, 
and Elizabeth-Town, in East-Jersey ; 
Maidenhead, and Cohansy, in West- 
Jersey ; Narragansett, Swansey, Little- 
Compton, or Seconet, in New-Eng- 
land; Rhode Island; and Shrewsbury 
by Chester River, in Maryland; and 
Newcastle by Delaware River, in Penn- 
sylvania, where they were building a 
church when he came away. And, 
lastly, the people of Princess Ann’s 
county, in the south parts of Virginia, 
which is 150 miles in length, and had 
not one minister; though there were a 
great many people zealously disposed 
to the church of England worship. 

“This is the sum of Mr. Keith’s 
narrative; and from this, and the for- 
mer accounts transmitted by many 
other hands, the seciety thought they 
had sufficient light given them where 
to send missionaries, which they pro- 
ceeded to do, as from the following sec- 
tions will appear.” 


—__S__=_== 


Bishop Moore’s Address to the Con- 
vention of the Diocese of Virginia, 
delivered in Petersburg, on Thurs- 


day, the 15th day of May, 1828. 


ANOTHER year, brethren, has re- 
volved over us, and we are again fa- 
voured with an opportunity of meeting 
together in the council of the church, 
to deliberate on such measures as may, 
with the blessing of heaven, advance 
the interest of religion in general, and 
of our own community in particular. 
We have received many mercies de- 
serving our utmost gratitude to the Al- 
mighty ; and we have some bereave- 
ments to lament, which should awaken 
in our minds the uncertainty of human 
life, and excite us to more unwearied 
diligence in the cause of God our Sa- 
viour. 

In casting our eye around us, and 
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surveying the members of which this 
convention is composed, we look in 
vain for several individuals who, at this 
time the last year, constituted a part 
of our ecclesiastical body, and who, we 
had reason to hope, would have been 
spared to meet with us on this occa- 
sion, and to assist us in our religious 
deliberations. The venerable Mr. 
Armstrong, who, at an advanced age, 
came from Wheeling to witness the 
progress of the church, died a few days 
after his return home. Though the 
place at which we convened was dis- 
tant from his abode several hundred 
miles, still the pleasure he experienced 
at the convention was so great, that he 
declared, prior to his departure from 
Fredericksburg, that the unity of sen- 
timent which distinguished our pro- 
ceedings, and the vital piety which 
marked the discourses he heard, had 
more than repaid him for all his toil 
and fatigue. He left us with renewed 
desires to discharge his duty, and with 
the conviction on his mind, that God 
was with us of a truth. He now rests 
from his labours, and,-I trust, is reap- 
ing the reward of a life devoted to the 
cause of his Redeemer. 

In touching on the subject of the be- 
reavement we have experienced in the 
death of our beloved Wilmer, it is im- 
possible for me to find language suffi- 
ciently strong to express that sense of 
his loss which fills my mind. He was 
one of those who first called my atten- 
tion to this diocese; and of the three 
clergymen who corresponded with me 
on that subject, one only now remains. 
He, I trust, will be spared to assist you 
with his counsel, when my head will 
be slumbering in the tomb. 

To the usefulness of Dr. Wilmer we 
must all subscribe. He was a man of 
‘business and of piety. He loved his 
God, and the interest of the church 
was near his heart. As a preacher he 
was faithful, eaergetic, eloquent. He 
was the friend of evangelical religion, 
and considered that the strictest regard 
to the public order of the church was 
perfectly compatible with the most ani- 
mated social worship, in the houses of 
his parishioners and iriends. His pri- 
vate meetings formed in his opinion the 
nursery of the church; and were blessed 
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to the edification and comfort of his 
congregation. He was always ready 
to discharge his duty. Like the apostle 
Paul, he not only taught his 
publicly, but went from house to house, 
exhorting them to prepare to meet 
their God. His fidelity in the dis- 
charge of his duty met my warmest 
approbation: and if it is with your 
wish, my brethren of the clergy, to 
give an account of your stewardship 
with joy, oh! let me entreat you all to 
go and do likewise.” 

Upon the adjournment of the con- 
vention last May, I visited the county of 
Culpepper, and admitted to the priest- 
hood the Rev. Mr. Smith, upon which 
occasion the Rev. Mr. Jackson, of 
Winchester, preached, and Mr. Wood- 
ville and Mr. Jackson assisted at the 
ordination ; after which I administered 
the Lord’s supper toa number of pious 
communicants. So great was the sen- 
sation produced on the minds of two 
young ladies on that occasion, that 
after I had left the church, I was called 
back, in order to afford them an oppor- 
tunity of commemorating the death and 
sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

After remaining at home a short 
time, I went to Norfolk in the month 
of June, to assist in laying the corner 
stone of Christ church, in that place; 
which duty was performed in con- 
nexion with the rector, Dr. Ducachet, 
and several of the clergy in that neigh- 
bourhood. I preached on the morning 
of the Sabbath, in the old church, toa 
very large auditory, and confirmed 14 
persons. In the afternoon I crossed 
the river to Portsmouth, preached. in 
the church belonging to the parish of 
Mr. Wingfield, and confirmed 10 per- 
sons. 

Having discharged my duty in those 
places, [ repaired to Hampton, which 
parish is superintended by the Rev. 
Mr. Chevers. I preached there toa 
large and respectable congregation, and 
confirmed 22 persuns. The church in 


Hampton had been in a state of ruin 
for many years, but the inhabitants 
have now rendered it fit for service; 
and when the repairs are completed, it 
will form a place of worship inferior to 
very few in the diocese. 

From Hampton I went to the county 
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of Gloucester, and. admitted to the 
priesthood the Rev. Mr. Cairns. Upon 
that memorable occasion the Rev. Dr. 
Wilmer preached, and, in conjunction 
with the Rev. Mr. Chevers, united in 
the ordination of Mr. Cairns. The sa- 
crament of the Lord’s supper was ad- 
ministered, and 13 persons were con- 


firmed. A day or two subsequent to” 


the above ministrations, I rode to Ab- 
ingdon church, in the same county, and 
preached to a small but attentive con- 
gregation. 

Having completed my duties in 
Gloucester, I crossed the river to York- 
Town, and preached to a very respect- 
able and serious congregation. Fthen 
passed on to Williamsburg, at which 
place I remained a week, attending, 
during my stay, the examination of the 
students of the college, and witnessing 
with great satisfaction the resuscitation 
of that seminary, and the acceptability 
of the labours of our deceased friend, 
not only as president of the college, but 
asrector of the parish also. I preached 
in the church on the Sabbath, admi- 
nistered the Lord’s supper to a large 
number of communicants, and con- 
firmed 11 persons; after which I re- 
turned home, where I remained a few 
days. 

In July I visited Petersburg, in com- 
* pany with the Rev. Dr. Ducachet, and 
the Rev. Mr. Croes, at which place we 
all preached in succession to respect- 
able congregatiuns. | Dr. Ducachet, 
Mr. Syme, and myself, then passed on 
to Sapony church, where 1 preached 
on Saturday, and on Sunday, assisted 
by the two clergymen just named, I 
admitted to the priesthood the Rev. 
John Grammer. Dr. Ducachet preach- 
ed the ordination sermon, after which 
Iadministered the Lord’s supper, and 
confirmed nine persons. In the after- 
noon of the Sabbath, the Rev. Mr. 
Syme preached ; we then bid the peo- 
ple farewell. 

After the performance of my duties 
in Dinwiddie, I visited the county of 

wick, in company with the Rev. 
Mr. Grammer, and preached in Red 
Qak church to a small assembly. I 
then passed on to Mecklenburg, preach- 
edto an attentive congregation in St. 


James’s church, and administered the 
Vor. XII. 
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Lord’s supper*to a number of pious 
communicants, -‘From Mecklenburg 
I went into the county of Halifax, 
preached on a week day, ina church 
near Clark’s Ferry, to an attentive 
people; and on the following Sab- 
bath preached in the Masons’ Hall, 
near the Court House, toa large as- 
sembly, and administered the Lord’s 
supper. On my way from Halifax I 
visited Mrs. Nelson, the amiable and 
pious relict of the late Major John 
Nelson, and administered the Lord’s 
supper to that venerable lady, and her 
daughter-in-law ; after which I again 
returned to Richmond, and on my way 
home lectured in Dinwiddie at a pri- 
vate house. 

In the month of October I wen 
down James River, to the Isle of 
Wight county, where I was joined by 
the Rev. Dr. Ducachet, the Rev. Mr. 
Wingfield, and the Rev. Mr. Gram- 
mer. On Sunday J admitted to the 
priesthood the Rev. Mr. Jones, admi- 
nistered the Lord’s supper to a large 
number of pious communicants, and 
confirmed 14 persons. The ordination 
sermon was delivered by the Rev. Mr. 
Wingfield, and the attending clergy 
united with me in the imposition of 
hands. During our stay at that place, 
Dr. Ducachet and Mr. Grammer 
preached in a Methodist church, in 
Smithfield, to pious and attentive au- 
ditories. On my return I read prayers, 
and preached in two of our old churches, 
in Surry county, to small but attentive 
congregations. To that district, in 
connexion with Prince George county, 
it is my intention to send a missionary, 
through whose labours I hope for a re- 
vival of the church, and the restora- 
tion of her excellent form of worship. 

In the month of October I also went 
into the county of Chesterfield, and 
consecrated one of the old churches, 
which had been repaired through the 
laudable exertions of Mrs. Thweat, the 
excellent consort of Archibald Thweat, 
esq. The congregation was large, and 
the behaviour of the people devout and 
exemplary. The Rev. Mr. Lee offi- 
ciates in that parish a part of his time. 

In November I visited the counties 
of Essex and Caroline. In Essex I 
preached twice ona week day, in the 
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town of Tappahannock; and, on the 
second day of my stay in that place, I 
preached, and administered the Lord’s 
supper toa deeply interesting congre- 
gation. On the following Saturday and 
Sunday, I preached at Vauter’s church, 
St. Ann’s parish, administered the 
Lord’s supper, and confirmed in the 
two places 21 persons. Vauter’s 
church is in handsome order, and re- 
flects great credit on the Rev. Mr. John 
M‘Guire, and the people of his charge. 

In February I again went down the 
river to Norfolk, at which place I 
preached on Sunday morning to a 
very large assembly, and confirmed 
two persons; and in the afternoon I 
preached in Portsmouth, and confirmed 
six persons. On ‘Tuesday I visited the 
town of Suffolk, in Nansemond county, 
in company with the Rev. Dr. Duca- 
chet, the Rev. Mr. Wingfield, and the 
Rev. Mr. Chevers, upon which even- 
ing I preached to a large and attentive 
congregation. ‘The next day I admit- 
ted to the priesthood the Rev. Mr. 
Keeling, on which occasion the Rev. 
Dr. Ducacbet preached, who, with the 
other attending clergymen, united with 
me in the imposition of hands. On 
Thursday I visited, in company with 
the Rev. Mr. Wingfield, the Rev. Mr. 
Chevers, and the Rev. Mr. Jones, the 
old parish church of St., John’s, in 
Chuckatuck ; at which place we met 
with a large and respectable congrega- 
tion. The service was read by Mr. 
Jones and Mr. Wingfield, and a dis- 
course delivered by myself; after which 
I confirmed five persons. 

On Saturday | crossed from Norfolk 
to Hampton, with the Rev. Mr. Che- 
vers, and lectured in the evening, at 
the house of Mrs. Armistead, to a 
numerous and attentive auditory. On 
Sunday, the 24th, I preached in the 
church, administered- the holy com- 
munion, and confirmed two persons. 
In the afternoon I visited fortress Mon- 
roe, and preached to a large congrega- 
tion, consisting of the citizens of that 
place, and also of the military. The 
order which pervaded the military dur- 
ing thetime of divine service, reflected 
the greatest credit upon the officers of 
the garrison; for whose polite atten- 
tion, during my stay at the fortress, 


Bishop Moore’s Address 





_ (No.8, 


I return, thus publicly, my sincere 
thanks. 

A few weeks since I held an asso. 
ciation in Petersburg, at which time 
the Rev. Mr. Grammer, the Rev. Mr. 
Hart, and the Rev. Mr. Croes, attend- 
ed. We all officiated in the church in 
succession, and on the afternoon previ- 
ous to our departure, I lectured at the 
house of Mr. John Grammer, sen., to 
as large an assembly as could be ac. 
commodated. 

Last week I visited the county of 
Goochland, in company with the Rey, 
Dr. Meade, and the Rev. Mr. Cooke; 
at which time I admitted to the priest- 
hood the Rev. William F. Lee. The 
ordination sermon was delivered by 
Dr. Meade, who, in conjunction with 
Mr. Cooke, united in the imposition of 
hands. I administered the Lord’s sup- 
per to alarge number of communi- 
cants, and confirmed 13 persons. 

Since the last convention I have held 
a confirmation in my own church, at 
which time I imposed my hands on 60 
persons. 

Having thus furnished the conven- 
tion with a general view of my episco- 
pal visitations, I must now call their 
attention to a subject of the first im- 
portance to the ecclesiastical concerns 
of this diocese : a subject on which the 
advancement of the church in Virgi- 
nia, and the supply of our vacant pa- 
rishes, very much depends. 

At the time in which the General 
Convention determined on the location 
of the Theological Seminary in the dio- 
cese of Connecticut, it was perfectly 
understood, that the resolution then 
adopted, should not be considered so 
exclusive in its operation, as to pre- 
vent the establishment of a theological 
school in any diocese disposed to coun- 
tenance such a measure. By virtue of 
this understanding, the church in Vir- 
ginia determined on the establishment 
of a diocesan school within the limits 
of its own jurisdiction: in which a sys- 
tem of instruction is pursued in unison 
with that course prescribed by the 
house of bishops. ‘ 

To promote this object, subserip- 
tions were opened, money was raised, 
and the school set'‘in operation. The 
experiment, though commenced with 
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limited means, has so far suc- 
ceeded, that the friends of the institu- 
tion have determined to apply to this 
convention for their sanction and sup- 
port, in the further prosecution of their 
design. The individual, through whese 
instrumentality the school was first set 
inmotion, has consented, should the 
convention countenance the undertak- 
ing, to engage with all his energies in 
the work, and to go in person through 
this state to raise a fund for the per- 
manent establishment of a theological 
school in the diocese of Virginia. 

When the attempt was first made in 
this diocese, my mind was impressed 
with considerable doubt as to the uti- 
lity of the measure, from an apprehen- 
sion that it might interfere with the 
General Seminary at the north; but, 
afer the most serious reflection, the 
doubts I entertained have been re- 
moved, and my mind is now satisfied 
with a full conviction of the necessity 
of the undertaking. ‘The church in 
Virginia is now favoured with the la- 
bours of several of her native sons, who 
have been educated in her own school, 
who, it is probable, would not have 
gone to a distant seminary for theolo- 
gical instructian; and others are pre- 
senting themselves under similar cir- 

, cumstances, who, [I trust, will prove 
equally useful. 

Strangers who come from distant 
parts of the United States, while de- 
Voting themselves to the pursuits of 
theology, will acquire a knowledge of 
the members of our community; and 
from the intimacy formed during their 
studies with the people at large, will be 
more generally useful and acceptable 
than they otherwise would be. Five 
or six individuals of this description 
will be admitted to holy orders on 
Sunday next, all of whom are disposed 
to labour in this part of the vineyard, 
whose assistance, in all probability, 
would not have been secured to us, had 
they been educated elsewhere. 

The Bible Society of Virginia, at 
one of their late meetings, entered into 
4 resolution to supply every family in 
this state, destitute of a Bible, with a 
copy of the Holy Scriptures in the 
course of two years, ‘To effect this 
sacted purpose, an address has been 
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published, in which the attention of 
different ecclesiastical bodies of all de- 
nominations of Christians in Virginia 
has been called to the point; an ad- 
dress which now lies on the table, and 
will be put into the hands of such mem- 
bers of the convention as may be dis- 
posed to further the design. 

To enforce the propriety and neces- 
sity of the measure, by those argu- 
ments of which the subject admits, 
would be unnecessary in an assembly 
of Protestant Christians. We all be- 
lieve the sacred Scriptures to be the . 
word of God, and to contain all things 
necessary to salvation. “It is a lamp 
to our feet, and a light to our paths ;” 
and in all things essential to the salya- 
tion of immortal souls is so plain, “ that 
the wayfaring man, though a fool, need 
not err therein.” 

Before I conclude, there is one more 
point to which I think it my duty to 
call the attention of this convention; 
and as a year must necessarily elapse 
before a final determination of the 
question can take place, we shall have 
full time allowed us for reflection and 
consideration. 

Although my labours the past year 
have been equal to the labours of any 
preceding twelve months, still, from my 
advanced age, it is impossible for me 
to calculate upon a long continuance 
of such effort and exertion. It is my 
wish, provided the convention should 
think proper, to alter the constitution 
of the church, as to admit of the con- 
secration of either a suffragan or an as- 
sistant bishop in this diocese. It was 
proposed several years ago, in conse- 
quence of the great extent of this dio- 
cese, to divide it into two parts, in or- 
der that the parishes might receive epis- 
copal visitations more frequently than 
is prescribed by the canons. As this 
purpose can be secured by the ap- 
pointment of a suffragan, or an assist- 
ant bishop, I would recommend it to 
the convention so to alter the constitu- 
tion, as to secure the contemplated 
measure. It is my sincere desire that 
a bishop should be appointed during 
my life; and as such appointment can 
now be made with perfect unanimity, 
it is expedient that it should be done. 
[t will give me pleasure to unite in la- 
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bour with the man of your choice. It 
will render me happy in the hour of 
my departure, to know the individual 
to whom I am to resign the arduous 
duties of the episcopate ; to whose care 
this peaceful, quiet diocese, shall be 
committed. May the Almighty direct 
us in all our doings with his most gra- 
cious favour, and further us with his 
continual help. 


RICHARD C. MOORE. 


The convention adjourned on Satur- 
day, the 17th; the members, however, 
did not separate, but being assembled 
round the altar on the evening of Sun- 
day, the t8th, Bishop Moore took leave 
of them in the following address :— 


Brethren, 


Agreeably to that practice which 
has always marked the close of our 
conventional labours, we surround the 
altar of the Redeemer, to express our 
thankfulness to him for that unity which 
has distinguished our proceedings, and 
for the spiritual blessings we have en- 
joyed during our association ; and also 
to take an affectionate leave of each 
other. 

When we call to view the important 
concerns in which we have been en- 
gaged, and consider the peaceful spirit 
in which those concerns have been 
transacted, how heartfelt should be the 
expression. of our gratitude to God! 
The Theological Seminary, that school 
of the prophets, that nursery of the 
church, from which we have received 
so much benefit and advantage, and 
from which we have reason to expect 
still greater results, has received from 
the benefactions of our friends an im- 
pulse which, we trust, will insure its 
success, and render it an object of com- 
manding importance, not only to this 
diocese, but to our religious community 
in general. 

Seven young men, six of whom are 
alumni of that institution, have this day 
been admitted to holy orders; men, 
from whose labours, parishes which 
have been destitute for many years 
will be supplied, and the word of life 
communicated to those who have 
looked to as for spiritual help. Yes! 
the walls of some of our churches, in 
which the voice of the Gospel has not 
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been heard for twenty years, will again 
resound with the glad tidings of salva- 
tion, and wake the prayers and praises 
of our people. The hungry will be 
fed with the bread of life; the thirsty 
will be led to the fountain of everliy- 
ing waters, that they may drink; the 
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ will be 
exhibited to their view, and poor weep. 
ing penitents be directed to Calvary, for 
the salvation of their immortal souls, 
My heart vibrates with joy at the 
glowing prospect presented to our 
view, and my soul rejoices in the pros- 
perity of our Zion. 

When we contemplate the blessings 
with whieh God, in his mercy, hath 
favoured us, we have reason to take 
courage and press forward in the dis- 
charge of our duty. Itis by the preach- 
ing of the Gospel in its purity that we 
are to expect a continuance of the di- 
vine favour. It is the cross of a cruci- 
fied Jesus under which we have ral- 
lied; and while that cross continues to 
form the banner, under which we fight 
the fight of faith, the blessing of God 
will descend upon us in profusion, and 
our preaching prove the savour of life 
to those who hearus. Yes, my bre- 
thren, I repeat the declaration, if we 
expect to succeed in our ministry, and 
to see the work of the Lord prosper in 
our hands, Jesus Christ, and him cra- 
cified, must constitute the basis of all 
our discourses—the animating theme 
of all our addresses. Yes! my soul 
warms at the thought. It is the cross 
which forms the ladder, by which the 
believer scales the heavens. The cross 
is the throne of grace, from which Je- 
sus answers prayer, and pronounces 
pardon and forgiveness to the poor pe- 
nitent. Carry your people to Gethse- 
mane, and show them the precious Re- 
deemer, under the load of their com- 
plicated guilt, sweating great drops of 
blood—conduct them to Calvary—ex- 
hibit the Saviour to their view, as the 
only propitiatory sacrifice for you; and 
lest any of your charge should doubt 
his merciful dispositiou, proclaim to 
them the soul-enlivening truth—pro- 
claim to them that the Lord Jesus 
wears on his compassionate bosom the 
glorious inscription, ‘not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should 
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come to repentance.” Go on, my be- 
joved sons in the ministry go on, in 
the glorious work in which you have 
engaged, and the Lord Jesus will assist 
you with his grace, and bless you with 
the richest evidences of his love. Let 
controversy alone, for it will paralize 
your minds, and obstruct you in your 
work. Preach the truth. Be attentive 
to the solemn vows of conformity to 
our worship, which you have volun- 
tarily made. Be men of peace. Imi- 
tate, as far as in you lieth, your divine 
Master. “ Learn of him who was 
meek and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest to your souls.” 

We are now, my brethren, to part. 
Remember that such is the frail tenure 
of our earthly existence, that it is 
scarcely to be expected we shall ever 
meet again in this world. The last 
year took two from our number; and 
before the next twelve months shall 
have revolved over our heads, others 
may be taken from our ranks, called 
to give an account of their stewardship. 
Strive then, I beseech you, to be pre- 
pared. Be much at a throne of grace, 
not only with the people of your 
charge, but also in your retirement. 
When you enter your closets, remem- 
ber that you are entering the threshold 
of heaven, and say to thé world, and 
all its delusive pleasures, “Stay ye 
here, while | go yonder and worship.” 
By such a course your lamps will be 
always trimmed, your lights burning 
in your hands: then, when the voice 
of God shall proclaim the approach of 
the bridegroom, you will be prepared 
to enter into the everlasting joy of our 
God. 

To the lay members of the conven- 
tion I beg leave to return my sincere 
thanks for their kind co-operation and 
support. With many of you I have 
met in convention ever since my resi- 
dence in Virginia, and to your ne 
the church is indebted for a large por- 
tion of its success. The clergy con- 
sider you as co-workers with them, 
and lean much on you for your counsel 
and advice. Be steadfast and immove- 
able, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, and your labour will not be 
mvain in the Lord. My brethren, 1 
bid you all an affectionate farewell— 
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and should we never meet in this vale 
of tears, oh! may we meet in that 
happy world prepared for the righte- 
ous, and enjoy that rest which re- 
maineth for the people of God. Bre- 
thren, farewell. 

RICHARD C. MOORE. 
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Bishop Onderdonk’s Address to the 
Convention of the Diocese of Venn- 
sylvania, delivered in St. Peter's 
Church, Philadelphia, on Wednes- 
day, the 21st day of May, 1828. 

Brethren, the Clergy, and the Luy Deputies 

of this Convention, 

On the occasion of my first address 
to the convention of the diocese which 
has placed me in this high and respon- 
sible station, it is the dictate of pro- 
priety, and in accordance with the 
strong impulse of my feelings, to ex- 
press my gratitude for this distinguished 
act of their confidence. And ! pray 
God, that the relation now established 
between us may have his constant 
blessing—may relieve the cares, and 
extend the declining years of our vener- 
able and beloved diocesan—may fur- 
ther the interests of his portion of the 
church, and of the whole communion 
with which he is connected, while he 
is spared to them—and be the means 
of their continued prosperity when he 
shall,have been called hence to his re- 
ward. 

I embrace this opportunity to ac- 
knowledge also the liberality with 
which provision has been made for my 
support, by the fund appropriated to 
that purpose by your vote, by the very 
generous contributions of a number of 
zealous individuals, and by the bequest 
of a late ministering servant of God, 
who adorned a long life by the un- 
wearied and successful performance of 
his Master’s work. Such examples of 
attachment to the church, and of de- 
votedness to its welfare, are additional 
calls upon me for unsparing exertions, 
and unceasing prayers for its increase 
and prosperity. 

Within a few days after my conse- 
cration, there was received the awfully 
distressing intelligence of the death of 
one of the bishops who had come to 
this city to take a part in that solem- 
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nity. The oversetting of the stage, in 
which he was returning home, occa- 
sioned the extensive and fatal injury. 
Perhaps no individual ever sustained 
more perfectly the character of a 
worthy man, an ardent friend, a pious 
and devoted servant of Christ, and a 
sound, discreet, and upright governor 
of his church. To our communion at 
large, and to his diocese especially, the 
death of Bishop Kemp is an unspeak- 
able loss. In my own feelings, it will 
always be associated with the deepest 
sentiments of personal mourning. 

In conformity with the 45th canon, 
I now proceed to detail to you the 
duties performed by me, under the au- 
thority of our common diocesan, since 
my consecration; and as [ am uncon- 
nected with any particular parish, it 
may not be improper, both now and 
hereafter, to include al/ the occasions 
of my performing sacred duties within 
the diocese. 

A stranger to all parts of the diocese, 
except this city, and to a large portion 
of the clergy, I deemed it adviseable to 
visit the several congregations with as 
little delay as possible. ‘To this duty 
the greater part of my time has accord- 
ingly been devoted; and I have now 
to report, that, of the sixty-seven con- 
gregations in union with this conven- 
tion, fifty have been visited; besides 
twelve places where we have no con- 
gregations, or none yet received into 
the union. 

The following list will show the con- 
gregations and places visited, with the 
several times of my preaching in them: 

1827. Sunday,Oct. 28th,St. James’s, 
Philadelphia, mornivg—Christ church, 
Philadelphia, afternoon—Trinity, Phi- 
Jadelphia, evening. Sunday, Nov. 4th, 
St. Stephen’s, Philadelphia, morning— 
St. Peter’s, ‘Philadelphia, afternoon— 
St. Thomas’s, Philadelphia, evening. 
Sunday, Nov. 11th, St. Luke’s, Ger- 
mantown, morning and evening. Sun- 
day, Nov. 18th, All Saints’, Lower- 
Dublin, morning—Trinity church, Ox- 
ford, afternoon. Sunday, Nov. 25th, 
Trinity church, Philadelphia, morning 
and evening—St. James’s, Philadel- 
phia, afternoon. Sunday, Dec. 2d, 
St. James’s, Perkiomen, morning— 
St. John’s, Norristown, afternoon and 
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evening. Dec. 3d, Pottstown, after. 
noon. Dec. 4th, St. Gabriel’s, Mor- 
lattin, morning. Dec. 6th, Pottsville, 
afternoon. Dec. 7th, Pottsville, even- 
ing. Sunday, Dec. 9th, Christ church, 
Reading, morning and evening. Sun- 
day, Dec. L6th, St. Stephen’s, Phila- 
delphia, morning—Christ church, Phi- 
ladelphia, afiernoon. Sunday, Dee, 
23d, St. John’s, Pequea, morning. 
Dec. 24th, Christ, church, Leacock, 
morning. Christmas day, St. James’s, 
Lancaster, morning and evening. Dec. 
28th, St. Stephen’s, Harrisburgh, morn- 
ing andevening. Sunday, Dec. 30th, 
St. John’s, Carlisle, morning and after. 
noon. 

1828. Jan. 1st,Christ church,Hunt- 
ington, morning—Petersburgl, even- 
ing. Jan. 2d, St. John’s, York, evening, 
Jan. 3d, Marietta, evening. Jan. 4th, 
Mount-Hope,evening. Jan. 5th,Mount- 
Hope, morning. ‘Sunday, Jan. 6th, 
St. James’s, Lancaster, morning and 
evening. Sunday, Jan. 13th, St. Pe- 
ter’s, Philadelphia, morning—St. Ste- 
phen’s, Philadelphia, evening. Sun- 
day, Jan. 20th, Christ church, Phila- 


delphia, afternoon—Trinity church, . 


Philadelphia, evening. Jan. 24th, Bed- 
ford, evening. Sunday, Jan. 27th, 
Christ church, Greenesburgh, morning 
and evening. Jan. 29th, Connelsville, 
morning. ‘ Jan. 30th, Grace church, 
Manalen, afternoon. Jan. 31st, Christ 
church, Brownsville, morning and even- 
ing. Feb. 1st, St. Peter’s, Washing- 
ton county, morning. Sunday, Feb. 
3d,Trinity church, Pittsburgh, morning 
andevening. Feb. 6th, Butler, morn- 
ing and evening. Feb. 7th, Kittan- 
ning, evening. Feb. 8th, Butler, even- 
ing. Sunday, Feb. 10th, Trinity 
church, Pittsburgh, morning and even- 
ing. Feb. tith, Murraysville, after- 
noon—New-Salem, evening. Feb. 
12th, Blairsville, afternoon. Feb. 14th, 
Huntibgdon, evening. Feb. 15th, St. 
Mark’s, Lewistown, evening. Feb. 
16th, St. Mark’s, Lewistown, morning. 
Sunday, Feb. 17th, Thompsontowa, 
morning and afternoon—Millerstown, 
evening. Sunday, Feb. 24th, St. An- 
drew’s, Philadelphia, morning—St. 
Thomas’s, Philadelphia, afternoon. 
Sunday, March 2d, Bangor church, 
Churchtown, morning—St. Thomas’s, 
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Morgantown, afternoon. March 3d, 
St. Mary’s, Chester county, morning. 
Sunday, March 9th, St, David’s, Rad- 
nor, morning. March 10th, St. Peter’s, 
Great- Valley, morning. Sunday,March 
16th, St. Thomas’s, Whitemarsh, morn- 
ing—St. Luke’s, Germantown, even- 
ing. Sunday, March 23d, St. James’s, 
Philadelphia, morning-—St. Peter’s, Phi- 
ladelphia, afternoon. Sunday, March 
30th, St. James’s, Bristol, morning and 
evening. Good-Friday, April 4th, 
Christ church, Philadelphia, morning 
—St. Stephen’s, Philadelphia, after- 
noon. Easter day, April 6th, St. Ste- 
phen’s, Philadelphia, morning-—St. 
James’s, Philadelphia, afternoon. Sun- 
day, April 13th, St. Martin’s, Marcus- 
Hook, morning—St. Paul’s, Chester, 
afiernoon. Sunday, April 20th, St. 
John’s, Concord, morning. April 26th, 
St. Stephen’s, Wilkesbarre, evening. 
Sunday, April 27th, St. Stephen’s, 
Wilkesbarre, morning and evening. 
April 30th, Springville, morning, af- 
ternoon, and evening. May 2d, New- 
Milford, morning and afternoon. Sun- 
day, May 4th, St. Matthew’s, Wyalus- 
ing-Creek, morning and afternoon. 
May 5th, Montrose, evening. May 6th, 
Springville, morning—Tunkhannock, 
evening. May 9th, Trinity church, 
Easton, morning andevening. Sunday, 
’ May 11th, St. Mary’s, Hamiltonville, 
morning—St. Stephen’s, Philadelphia, 
afternoon. Sunday, May 18th, St. 
John’s, Northern Liberties, Philadel- 
phia, morning—St. Paul’s, Philadel- 
phia, afternoon. 

In the course of these visitations I 
have administered the rite of confirma- 
tion at 13 places, and to about 252 
persons, viz. 

At Trinity church, Philadelphia, to 
_. At Christ church, Read- 
mgy96. At St. John’s, Pequea, 17. 
At Christ church, Leacock, 15. At 
St. John’s, Carlisle, five. At Christ 
church, Greenesburgh, 31. At Trinity 
church, Pittsburgh, about 80. At Kit- 
tanning, seven. At Butler, four. At 
St. Stephen’s, Wilkesbarre, four. At 
Springville, four. At New-Milford, 
seven, At Trinity church, Easton, 
six, 

Thave also, in the course of these 
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visitations, administered the holy com- 
munion eight times, and baptized. 20 
children. 

Within the portion of the diocese 
thus visited, I have the pleasure of re- 
porting, that churches are ereeting at 
Thompsontown and New-Milford, and 
that measures are in progress for the 
like purpose, which it is devoutly 
hoped may be successful, at Bedford, 
Pottsville, and Springville, and also at 
Manalen, where the present church, 
constructed of logs more than half a 
century ago, is greatly out of repair. 

In many of the parishes, the Sunday 
schools are in a highly flourishing state. 
And I would gladly record here an 
honourable notice of several of them; 
but in so doing, I might be unjust in 
omitting those of other congregations 
visited on week days, or during the 
rainy weather, so prevalent through 
the winter and spring. ‘These institu- 
tions, conducted with a view to religi- 
ous education, and particularly to the 
establishing of the young ina prefer- 
ence for the doctrines and worship of 
our holy church, cannot be too highly 
commended ; their benefits being pro- 
bably not unlike those produced by the 
systematic instruction of catechumens 
in the primitive age. Such schools are 
worthy of all the attention and labour 
that can be devoted to them by an en- 
lightened Christian zeal. And allow 
me to add, that it will greatly.conduce 
to their general and several prosperity, 
and render them more effective in pro- 
ducing the results desired, to have 
them all connected with our own Gene- 
ral Sunday School Union. 

On the particular state of the churches 
visited, it would be scarcely proper for 
me to express an opinion, as my ac- 
quaintance with their affairs is so re- 
cent. For a like reason, I withhold 
remarks having relation to the condi- 
tion of the diocese at large. It becomes 
me, however, to mention, that I have 
been every where treated with the 
kindest hospitality ; for which, and for 
the provision made in many places for 
forwarding me on my several journies, 
I take this opportunity of offering my 
grateful acknowledgments. 

H. U. ONDERDONK. 
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For the Christian Journal. 

The Philadelphia Recorder. 
Tue Editor of the above paper 
seems much incensed at the remarks in 
our last arising out of a portion of Bi- 
shop White’s address to the Pennsyl- 
vania convention. In that portion of 
his address, the author, in noticing 
Bishop Onderdonk’s consecration, and 
the sermon which, on that occasion, 
was preached at his ( Bishop White’s) 
request, by Bishop Hobart, thought it 
his duty to express his “ abhorrence” 
of the * calumnies” to which that ser- 
mon had subjected its author. He 
particularly noticed the republication 
of a pamphlet, in which, in the year 
1511, the most serious charges were 
brought against Bishop (then the Rev. 
Dr.) Hobart, with the view of pre- 
venting his election to the episcopacy. 
Bishop White speaks the sentiments 
of every honourable mind, in particu- 
larly animadverting on the unfairness 
of this republication, without any no- 
tice of the unanswered replies which 
were made to those charges ; of the sen- 
timent with regard to them almost 
unanimously expressed by the diocese 
in the election of Dr. Hobart, and 
unanimously by the General Conven- 
tion, in his recommendation by the 
lower, and consecration by the upper, 
house; or of the decisions made on the 
subject by the ecclesiastical authority 
of the diocese, and by a board of arbi- 
trators consisting of the judges of the 
supreme court of this state. 

We had supposed that on the con- 
duct of the Rev. Mr. Allen, in repub- 
lishing these charges, there could be 
but one opinion among men of honour- 
able minds, among the friends of Gos- 
pel piety, and among those who love 
the peace of Jerusalem. Often, how- 
ever, does it happen, that that peace is 
to be secured, not by quietly looking 
on, and resigning it to its fate, but by 
meeting and resisting attacks that are 
made upon the church from without, 
or unholy efforts to stir up confusion 
and strife within its walls. lt was un- 
der the influence of this view of the 
subject, that we no sooner perceived 
the course which Mr. Allen saw fit to 
take, than we were deeply impressed 
with a conviction that it might, and not 
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improbably would, be necessary, in 
order to give an honest view of it, to 
lay again before the public the whole 
of the unhappy controversy which Mr, 
A. had revived on one side. We were 
led to this conviction, because a gene. 
ration had grown up since the contro- 
versy was pending, to whom the whole 
subject is new. ‘They are now told 
that Bishop Hobart’s election was 
owing to his own intrigues, and those 
of his friends, and to measures, on his 
part, of injustice to brethren who, he 
thought, stood in his way, and of the 
most unholy and unprincipled ambi- 
tion. It is true, the course of his 
episcopate, and the traits of character 
which it has evinced, have gained for 
him a hold in the public esteém 
which it may be thought impossible 
to destroy or loosen. We cannot, 
however, say, how far such a se 
ries of bold and imposing asser- 
tions, backed by what, when not 
sifted, may wear the aspect of conclu- 
sive proof, and suffered to pass unre- 
futed, may go in qualifying that strong 
sentiment of respect and aflection, 
which now, through the divine blessing, 
tends so much to the distinguished suc- 
cess of Bishop Hobart’s ministry. This 
view of the subject, too, is greatly 
strengthened by the unmanly and un- 
christian efforts, so often put forth, tore- 
present this popularity as but apparent 
and the result of fear, and of acon- 
strained submission, produced by his 
intolerant and unforgiving tempers and 
policy, or of sycophantic efforts to 
win his smiles and favours. 

At all events, the plain and honest 
dictates of justice press seriously the 
inquiry, Is it right, whatever, and 
however well founded, may be Bishop 
Hobart’s present reputation, to by i 
it to be for a moment believed that he 
ever was the bad man whom Mr. Allen 
wishes to represent him? 

We thought not; and under the in- 
fluence of this impression, penned the 
remarks contained in our last.’ 

The Recorder lays great stress on 
the circumstance of our having “ waited 
for Mr. Allen to be far across the At- 
lantic, before” we “ gave him such @ 
blow, which, to say-the least of it, looks 
cowardly enough.” 
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Now if this is meant, as appears 
evident on the face of it, to charge us 
with intentionally deferring our remarks 
until Mr. A.’s departure, we have only 
to say that the charge has no founda- 
tion. The question of Mr. A.’s pre- 
sence or absence, as connected with 
that of noticing his attack, never en- 
tered into our minds. As we inti- 
mated before, such a notice has been 
designed by us ever since Mr. Al- 
len’s letters to Bishop Hobart; but has 
been unintentionally postponed, until 
the matter was powerfully brought 
to mind by Bishop White’s address. 
Indeed, we were not aware of Mr. 
Allen’s intention to visit Eurepe, until 
after his departure. 

From the “ Remarks” in our last, 
the Recorder has selected two passages 
for special animadversion. The first 
is this :— 

“ There is still another most important 
view of the subject. The inflicter of this 
scandal upon our church, has gone to Eng- 
land, laden with his venomous produc. 
tions. Our bishop is well known there; 
and is not unfrequently the subject of re- 
mark in their religious journals. His re- 
viler—strange as it may appear, and dis- 
gusting as it renders the party prostitu- 
tion of the terms—is known, and will there 
parade himself, as one of the more pious 
and evangelical of our clergy. In his mad 
zeal, he feels it his duty to destroy Bi- 
shop Hobart if he can. What will be the 
issue there we know not.” 


This passage is called by the Re- 
corder “ bitter, ill-natured, and un- 
christian.” 

Perhaps the Editor may think these 
epithets deserved, because in the above 
passage Mr. Allen is called “ the in- 
flicter of scandal upon our church,” 
and Bishop Hobart’s “ reviler,” and 
his late pamphlets and papers are 
called “ venomous productions.” 

Now in those productions, he brings 
against Bishop Hobart charges, and 
apparent proof, of intolerance, unprin- 
cipled ambition, injustice, deceit, false- 
hood, calumny; he accuses him of 
having called a brother clergyman a 
perjurer, and of having perverted pub- 
ic resources, placed under his charge, 
to suit private purposes. We fearlessly 
ask the Recorder, Is this an exagger- 
ated view of Mr. A.’s pamphlets? and 
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then as fearlessly ask the reader, Is 
“ venomous” too strong a term 0 ap- 
ply to these productions? And is it too 
much to say that they are “ a scandal 
upon our church?” 

We farther ask the Recorder, Are 
these charges and accusations true? It 
is only upon this supposition that it can 
be considered, as the Recorder pro- 
fesses to consider it, “ bitter, ill-na- 
tured, or unchristian,” to call the pub- 
lisher of them a << reviler.” 

Again. Will the Editor of the Re- 
corder, who may be supposed to know, 
be good enough to say whether it is, or 
is not, a fact, that Mr. Allen“ isknown 
as one of the more pious and evangeli- 
cal of our clergy?” If heis, will not 
the pious reader think this indeed 
“ strange?” And can an honourable 
mind avoid a feeling of disgust at such 
a “ prostitution of the terms ?” 

Lastly. If the Editor has Mr. Al- 
len’s first letter to Bishop Hobart in 
his mind, or before his eye, he knows 
that Mr. A. * feels,” and has avowed, 
“it his duty to destroy Bishop Hobart 
if he can;” and whether the “ zeal” 
which prompts this sense of duty, and 
so desperately prosecutes the unholy 
work, is “mad” or not, let the reader 
judge. 

So much for whatever cause of his 
excessive irritation the above extract 
from our remarks may have afforded 
the Recorder. 

The following is the second para- 
graph which he has chosen :— 


“It would have been a most gratifying 
evidence of the assuaging and sanctifying 
influence of the spirit of our holy reli- 
gion, and would have gone far to prevent 
ill effects, if we could have had some cre- 
dible assurance that this effort to renew 
disturbances in our church, by the repub- 
lication of his own book, was without the 
privity and approbation of the gentleman 
who originally was so nearly connected 
with them.” 


The Editor asks what is meant by 
this paragraph; and declares, that un- 
less we “can give some jesuitical ex- 
planation of its meaning,” he must 
regard it as containing an insinuation 
that “the Rev. Mr. Jones” (the author 
of the pamphlet which Mr. Allen has 
republished) is “ an upholder, though 
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secretly, of Mr. Allen, in his war with 
Bishop Hobart.” 

Upon what principle, the Recorder 
is so ready to suspect others of * some 
jesuitical explanation,” we will not 
say. But we will say, as we do most 
conscientiously, that we meant nothing 
more than what appears on the face of 
the cited paragraph. And we did 
think, and do think, that the sentiment 
cannot be otherwise than most cordially 
shared with us by every one who is 
influenced by the true spirit of the 
Gospel. Does the Recorder rejoice in 
seeing this controversy revived? If 
not, would he not rejoice to know 
“that the gentleman who originally 
was so nearly connected with it” ap- 
proves not of itsrenewal? This need 
involve, on his part, no other conces- 
sion than that, no sufficient object ap- 
pearing, he does not approve of so free 
a use of his name in an effort again to 
disturb the peace of the church, and 
revive controversies of a most painful 
personal nature. 

The Editor of the Recorder states 
that he knows, ** on substantial autho- 
rity,” that this republication of his 
own book. was without the privity and 
approbation of Mr. Jones. If we had 
no other cause to be satisfied with our- 
selves for the paragraph above cited, 
and to bear the load of abuse to which 
it has subjected us, we now rejoice in 
it, because it has drawn forth this de- 
claration from the Recorder; and en- 
ables us, on the authority of that paper, 
to say, that Mr. Jones neither knew, 
nor approved of Mr. Allen’s republi- 
cation. We are sure that this will be 
most welcome intelligence to every 
pious reader. 

As to the insinuation in the last pa- 
ragraph of the article in the Recorder 
about “ New York ecclesiastical poli- 
tics,” we think it no otherwise deserv- 
ing of remark, than as suggesting to us 
to say, in opposition to the opinion 
upon which it was probably founded, 
and which it was probably meant to 
convey, that Bishop Hobart is not, and 
for many years, has not been, directly 
or indirectly connected with the edi- 
torial department of the Christian 
Journal. He neither prepares matter 
ior its pages, except—and that too 
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rarely—as a correspondent, nor is con- 
sulted in the preparation or selection 
of it; and is ordinarily, as was the 
case in the article noticed by the Re. 
corder, as little acquainted, before pub- 
lication, with the contents of our num- 
bers, as the Editor of that paper him. 
self. The publishers of the Journal 
deem it, indeed, a great satisfaction to 
be able, in perfect consistency with 
their own views, to render its pages 
humbly instrumental in advancing the 
principles for which Bishop Hobart 
has long been so faithful and enlight- 
ened an advocate; but they deemed 
the above notice no more than just and 
proper. 

There is much more matter in this 
article in the Recorder, in the too pre- 
valent style and temper of that paper. 
Independently, however, of higher 
and helier motives for letting it pass, 
we are not uninfluenced by the con- 
sideration that there are quarters from 
which censure is commendation, and 
blame honourable distinction. While, 
too, we are called to share abuse with 
the greater and better men who, for 
about two years past, have been, with 
such reckless injustice, assailed in the 
pages of the Recorder, we may well 
sit down quietly under its intended 
Stings, and even count it an honour to 
participate in a treatment from which 
even their talents, virtues, and piety, 
could not screen them. 


ee ee 


New-York Protestant Episcopal Sun- 
day School Society. 

Tue anniversary celebration of this 
society was noticed in page 158 of our 
number for May. From its eleventh 
annual report, since published, and 
which is very full and minute, we are 
compelled, by a press of matter, to 
limit ourselves to the following ex- 
tracts ;— 


“In commencing their eleventh annual 
report, the Managers of the New-York Pro- 
testant Episcopal Sunday School Society 
notice,with peculiar satisfaction, the addi- 
tion of two large and respectable schools 
to those already in our union. \\e refer, 
first, to the schoo} attached to St. Stephen’s 
church, in this city, containing 1.6 male 
and 128 female scholars. ‘This is one of 


the oldest Supday schools in the city, a# 
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had been in connexion with the New-York 
Sunday School Union, which embraces the 
schools of various denominations, until the 
ast year. Then, in accordance with the 
ae cherished wishes and desires of the 
rector of the parish, the.directors and in- 
structors of the school resolved no longer 
to be separate from the brethren of their 
own household of faith. In this additional 
instance of the gradual progress of cor- 
rect feeling on this subject among the 
members of our communion, we rejoice. 
The principle never should be forgotten, 
that Sunday scholars are but catechumens, 
of whose religious instruction the church 
—through its ministers, and those whom 
they may associate with them in the work 
—and the church only, should have charge. 
Religious instruction is the great end and 
aim of Sunday schools. For any other 
purpose, they would be a -profanation of 
God’s holy day. They should, therefere, 
be under no other authority, and subject 
to no other control, responsibility, or in- 
fluence, direct or indirect, than that of the 
church. If there are religious denomina- 
tions who agree in what they consider the 
great essentials of the church, we mean 
not to say that they may not, with pro- 
priety, unite in a scheme for the instruc- 
tion of their catechumens in their common 
principles. Without, however, the least 
reflection on the piety and sincerity of 
others, we conceive our church to be dis- 
tinguished from them by landmarks which 
should never be overlooked, or lightly re- 
garded. We refer to that liturgy in which 
is erected the strongest bulwark of the 
truth that is in Jesus; and which, like the 
flaming sword of the guardian of Para- 
dise, turning every way, keeps off the 
presumptuous foot of heresy. We refer, 
too, to that ministry, in which we can 
show an undoubted succession in the di- 
vine commission, commencing by the ex- 
press appointment of the ‘Holy Spirit,’* 
and, as such, handed down ‘from the 
Apostles’ time’{ In attachment to this 
liturgy, and this ministry, all grades and 
conditions of the members of our church 
should be stablished, strengthened, and 
settled, if we would do justice to what we 
conscientiously believe to be true Gospel 
instruction. Without, then, judging 
others, and without any other feeling than 
that which arises out of an ardent aitach- 
ment to evangelical faith and piety, it 
surely behoves us to take charge of our 
own young in our own way, and without 
suffering ourselves to be placed in situa- 
tions in which what we truly beliefe is 
but Christian consistency, may wear the 
aspect, or be represented as savouring, of 
disunion and uncharitableness. 
“The other school, which we have had 


Sunday School Society. 


251 


the pleasure of receiving into our-union, 
is one recently established in the-General 
Theological Seminary of our Church. It 
is under a board of direction, consisting 
of the senior professor as president, the 
other professors as vice-presidents, and 
other officers and members, who are stu- 
dents of the seminary. The instruction 
of the male department is conducted by 
students; and that of the female, by la- 
dies residing in the neighbourhood. The 
school consists of 109 male and 68 female 
scholars. It is peculiarly gratifying to 
have this interesting connexion between 
our union and an institution so justly high 
in the respect and affection of our church 
at large; and to be thus instrumental in 
training to so useful and extensive a field 
of ministerial labour, the future pastors of 
our communion. 

“The order of our several schools, ar- 
ranged, as usual, according to their re- 
spective numbers of scholars, is as fol- 
lows :— 

Male. Fem. Total. 


Zion church 210 400 610 
St. John’s chapel (parish 

of Trinity church) 109 281 390 
St. Steplien’s church 126 128 254 
Christ church 100 100 200 
St. Thomas’ church 186 186 
General Theological Se- 

minary, Protest. Epis. 

Church 109 68 177 
St.Paul’s chapel (parish 

of Trinity church) 87 . 80 167 
All Saints’ church 48 83 151 
St. Mark’s church 23 85 108 
St. Philip’s church (co- 

loured ) 50 46 96 
Grace church 27) = S 481 
St- Mary’s church (male 

and female) 60 
Trinity church 37 37 
St. Ann’s church (male 

and female) 80 


Grand total 889 1548 2527” 


* To the above interesting details,* we 
deem it unnecessary to add any thing on 
the subject, either of the particular state 
of our schools, or the general usefulness 
of Sunday school instruction. There is 
one subject, however, which involuntarily 
presses itself upon our minds. We all 
remember with what tenderness and af- 
fection, and in a style how clear and com- 
prehensible to their young minds, the 
children were addressed at our last year’s 
anniversary. The discourse then delivered 
to them was immediately published by 
this board, and distributed as a tract. It 
has since been adopted by our General 
Sunday School Union, and stereotyped. It 
has been admired and approved in all 





* “Collect in ‘ The Ordering of Priests.’ ” 
7 “ Prefase to the Ordinal.” 


* Particular accounts of the several schools, 
here necessarily omitted. 
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parts of our church ; and will, we doubt 
not, long be one of the best instructors of 
little children; and a mean, in the hands 
of the God of grace, of fitting many for 
piety and usefulness in this world, and 
eternal glory in that which is to come. 
But the pleasyre with which we dwell on 
" idea so full of interest, and so produc- 
tive of gratitude, is alloyed by a melan- 
choly fact too well known to the church— 
that the preacher, of whose peculiarly 
happy faculty of bringing little children 
to the knowledge and service of Jesus, in 
addition to general pastoral talent of a 
more than common order, this was one 
among many instances, has been taken 
from us. It gave a melancholy satisfac- 
tion to the members of this board, in the 
month of August last, to unite with the 
representatives of other institutions of 
our church, in expressing their well me- 
rited respect and affection for the memory 
of this excellent clergyman, their then re- 
cently deceased associate, the Rev. Cor- 
nelius R. Duffie. He was emphatically 
the children’s friend ; and took a most 
lively interest in the mean of promoting 
their temporal, spiritual, and eternal wel- 
fare, which is afforded in Sunday school 
instruction 

“It becomes our duty to inform our 
friends, that the gradual increase of scho- 
lars in our union has produced a propor- 
tionate increase of expense, while our re- 
sources have remained nearly stationary. 
This has occasioned a debt, which must 
be liquidated, in addition to provision for 
future current expenses. This debt has 
increased by an annual deficit in our re- 
ceipts for several years past. All practi- 
cable economy has been, and continues to 
be, observed. But us every scholar, how- 
ever short a time remaining in the school, 
must be supplied with books, the number 
annually drawn necessarily much exceeds 
the number of scholars annually reported ; 
and may, not improbably, be estimated, 
during the last year, at the requisite sup- 
ply for nearly 5000 stholars. it is hoped, 
that a knowledge of the necessities of the 
society will not fail to draw forth the re- 
quisite relief. 

“The board would close their report 
by inserting the following resolutions 
passed at their last meeting:-— 

*°* Resolved, That this board has heard 
with much pleasure the reports from the 
several schools in union with this society, 
and while it cherishes the most grateful 
sense of the past services of the superin- 
tendents, directors, teachers, and others, 
who are pane Se great and im- 
portant charity, the board would earnestly 
press a continuance of these services, and 
an increase of the number of those who 
engage in them. 

* Resolved, That this board has de- 
rived the highest satisfaction from the 
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evidence afforded, in the experience of 
our several schools, of the beneficial ef. 
fects of the system of instruction recom. 
mended by the General Protestant Episco. 
pal Sunday School Union; and would, 
thus encouraged, bear its decided testi. 
mony to the value of the said course of 
instruction, and express its conviction of 
the great good which would arise from its 
general introduction. 

*** Resolved, That the board, having no. 
ticed the beneficial effects of juvenile li. 
braries in those schools which at present 
have them, recommend to all the schools 
connected with this union to take mea 
sures to establish them in their respective 
schools.’”” 


The General Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Union. 

Tue Board of Managers of the General 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union 
held their second annual meeting in St; 
Paul’s chapel, New-York, June 26th, 1828, 
Present—the Right Rev. William White, 
D. D. president; the Right Rev. John 
Henry Hobart, D. D., the Right Rev. John 
Croes, D. D., the Right Rev. Thomas C. 
Brownell, D. D., and the Right Rev. Henry 
U. Onderdonk, D. D., vice-presidents—and 
the Rev. Dr. Lyell, the Rev. Dr. Montgo- 
mery, the Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, the Rev. 
Dr. Wainwright, the Rev.William Creigh 
ton, the Rev. William H. De Lancey, the 
Rev. Benjamin Holmes, the Rev. Alonzo 
Potter, the Rev. Edward Rutledge, the 
Rev. John F. Schroeder, the Rev. Nathaniel 
S. Wheaton, the Rev. Ralph Williston, 
Peter Kean, esq, Mr. George C. Morgan, 
Mr. Floyd Smith, Mr. Thomas N. Stan- 
eg and the Rev. William R. Whitting- 

am. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and approved of. 

The annual report of the Executive 
Committee was read by Mr. Floyd Smith. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Montgomery, 
of Pennsylvania, it was resolved, That the 
report just read be accepted, and be pub- 
lished under the direction of the Execu- 
tive Committee, for distribution at their 
discretion. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Holmes, of 
New-Jersey, the following resolutions 
were adopted :-— 

Resolved, That this board entirely ap- 
proves of the establishment of a Family 
Visiter and Sunday Scheol Magazine, and 
of a Children’s Magazine, contemplated 
by the Executive Committee. __ 

And whereas it is of the utmost import- 
ance to the interests of this Union, 
will be highly beneficial to those of our 
church, to procure for the said Magazines 
an extensive circulation, therefore ‘ 

Resolved, That the members of this 
board do pledge themselves to omit 00 
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suitable opportunity of procuring sub- 
scriptions for those Magazines, as well in 
private families as in Sunday schools. 

Resolved, That this board does hereby 
affectionately entreat the clergy of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church generally, 
the superintendents, teachers, and direc- 
tors of Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
Schools, and all other friends of Sunda 
school instruction, to co-operate wi 
their exertions in behalf of these Maga- 
zines 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. De Lancey, 
of Pennsylvania, it was 

Resolved, That the establishment of 
Diocesan Sunday School Societies, auxi- 
liary to this Union, is regarded by this 
board as highly conducive to the advance- 
ment of the best interests ef the institu- 
tution, by the simplification of its con- 
cerns, and alleviation of the labours of its 
officers and Executive Committee. 

Resolved, That the ecclesiastical autho- 
rities of the several dioceses which have 
not as yet adopted measures to that effect, 
be, and they hereby are, respectfully re- 
quested, should they deem it expedient, 
to have diocesan auxiliary societies esta- 
blished in their respective dioceses. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Rutledge, of 
Connecticut, it was 

Resolved, That this board regards, with 
the utmost satisfaction and gratitude, the 
highly favourable notices which the Union 
has received from the ecclesiastical au- 
thorities and conventions of the church, 
and cherishes the hope, that the future 

ss and efficiency of the institution 

will realize the expectations of its friends, 
and merit the marks of approbation al- 
ready given, 

On motion of the Bev. Mr. Wheaton, of 
Connecticut, it was 

Resolved, That this board has heard, 
with the greatest pleasure, of the pro- 
posed establishment, in New-York, of a 
Protestant Episcopal Press,* and, regard- 
ing the operations of that institution as of 
the most vital im to the proper 
efficiency of this and other institutions of 
our church, earnestly recommend the said 
_ to the liberal support of Episcopa- 
ians. 

On motion of Peter Kean, esq., of New- 
Jersey, it was 

Resolved, That it is expedient to em- 
ploy an agent, or agents, in the business 
of representing to Episcopalians through- 
out the United States the claims of this 
institution, procuring contributions to its 
funds, establishing auxiliary societies and 
schools, and in every other practicable 
way advancing the interests of Sunday 
school instruction, and of this Union. 

Resolved, That the Executive Commit- 
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tee are hereby empowered and directed to 
employ such agent or agents according to 
their discretion. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Potter, of 
Massachusetts, it was 

Resolved, That the Executive Commit- 
tee be, and hereby are, directed to take 
into consideration whether any alterations 
in the constitution of the Union would 
have a tendency to increase its efficiency 
and usefulness ; and if any should appear 
to be expedient, to report a draft of the 
constitution so amended at the next an- 
nual meeting of this board. 

On motion of the Rey. Mr. Schreeder, of 
New-York, it was 

Resolved, That this board has heard, 
with the highest satisfaction, of the esta- 
blishment, and connexion with thisUnion,* 
of a Sunday school in the General Theo- 
logical Seminary of our church, and re- 
gards the connexion thus formed between 
these two institutions as one of the most 
interesting character, tending to the ge- 
neral diffusion of the faith and piety cul- 
tivated in the seminary, and to the im- 
provement of future pastors of our church, 
in one of the most importantand efficient 
branches of pastoral labour. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Montgomery, 
of Pennsylvania, the travelling agent of the 
institution, appointed by the Executive 
Committee, was called on for a report of 
his proceedings. 

The Rev. Mr.Whittingham accordingly 
made a verbal report to the board 
_ On motion of the Right Rev. Dr, Croes, 
it Was , 

Resolved, That the future annual meet- 
ings of this body, at least so far as relates 
to the reading of the annual report, and 
of other important documents, be held in 
public. 

The following motion was referred to 
the Executive Committee, with full powers, 
viz. 

That the Right Rev. the Bishops be re- 
quested to appoint one of their own body 
to preach a sermon dn behalf of this insti- 
tuticn during the week of the next annual 
meeting. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Executive Commit- 
tee be, and hereby are, invested with full 
powers to act in all matters within the 
control of this board, until the next meet- 
ing of the board. 

The board adjourned until the Thurs- 
day following the fourth Tuesday in June, 
1829. 


Commencement of the Theological Seminary. 


Tux following was the order of exer- 
cises at the sixth annual Commencement 





* An account of which was given in the re- 
port of the Executive Committee. 


* Which wis recorded in the report of the 
Executive Committee. 
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of the General Theological Seminary of 
the Pretestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, celebrated in St. John’s 
Toe New-York, on Friday, 27th June, 

A procession was formed at the resi- 
dence of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, 
and walked thence to St. John’s chapel, 
in the following order :—Janitor—Stu- 
dents—Faculty and Librarian—Wardens 
and Vestrymen of Churches—Founders of 
Scholarships, and Officers of Bducation 
and Scholarship Societies auxiliary to the 
Seminary—Trustees—Clergy—Bishops. 

As the procession entered, a Voluntary 
on the Organ—Introductory Devotions by 
the Presiding Bishop—Singing, last four 
verses of the 122d Psalm, with the Gloria 
Patri—A Dissertation on * The Advantage 
of Revelation,” by Isaac Pardee, A. B., of 
New-York—A Dissertation on “ The Pre- 
eminence of the Resurrection of Christ 
among the Doctrines of the Gospel,” by 
Harry Finch, A. B., of Connecticut—A 
Dissertation on “ Justification,” by Alex- 
ander W. Marshall, A. B., of South-Caro- 
lina—Anthem by the Choir—A Disserta- 
tion on “ The Opinions of the Jews with 
Regard to a Future State,” by Ephraim 
Punderson, A. B., of New-York—A Dis- 
sertation on the question, “ Whether Mor- 
tality was an Original Law of Creation,” 
by John C. Porter, A. B., of New-York— 
A Dissertation on “ The Expediency of a 
New Translation of the Scriptures,” by 
William Lucas, of Pennsylvania—Present- 
ment of the First Class, by the Faculty, 
to the Presiding Bishop, for receiving 
their Testimonials—Address by the Right 
Rev. William White, D. D., Bishop of the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania—-Testimonials 
given—Singing, first five verses of the 
9Sth Hymn, with the Gloria Patri—Con- 
cluding Devotions by the Presiding Bishop 
—Voluntary on the Organ. 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
In the Eas Diocese. ; 

Taz Right Rev. Bishop Griswold held 
an ordination on the 10th of of June, 1828, 
at Pawtucket, in the state of Rhode- 
Island, and admitted Mr. Norris M. Jones, 
of the city of Philadelphia, to the holy 
order of deacons. 

On Wednesday, the 25th of June, the 
same right reverend prelate consecrated 
to the service of Almighty God, St. An- 
drew’s church, a beautiful stone edifice 
recently erected at Hopkinton, New- 
Hampshire; and on the day following, at 
the same place, he admitted to the holy 
order of priests the Rev. George Richard- 
son, officiating minister at Charlestown 
and Drewsville. 


In the Diocese of Connecticut. 
On Sunday, the 18th of May, 1828, in 
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Christ church, Hartford, the Right Rev, 
Bishbp Brownell administered the aposto. 
lic rite of confirmation to twenty-one 
sons; and on Friday, the 30th, forty-five 
persons were confirmed in the parish of 
Woodbridge; on S.turday, the 3lst, in 
the parish of Branford, twelve persons 
were confirmed; on Sunday, the first of 
June, in the parish of Derby and Hum. 
phreysville, sixty-three persons were con- 
firmed; on Tuesday, the 3d, in the parish 
of Stamford, thirteen persons; and oa 
Wednesday, the 4th, in the parish of Nor- 
walk, fifteen persons were confirmed. 

The Kev. William H. Lewis, rector of 
the parish of Huntington, was on Monday, 
the 2d of June, admitted by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Brownell to the holy order 
of priests. Morning prayer was read by 
the Rev. William Shelton, and an appros 
priate sermom delivered by the bishop. 

At the annual convention at Norwalk, 
on Wednesday, the 4th of June, the Rev. 
William A. Curtis, rector of the parishes 
of Oxford, an alumnus of the General 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, was admitted by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Brownell to the hely 
order of priests. 

On the sixth Sunday after Trinity, July 
13th, in St. Peter’s church, Cheshire, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Brownell held an or- 
dination, and admitted to the holy order 
of deacons Mr. Harry Finch, an alumnus 
of the General Theological Seminary— 
and on the afternoon of the same day, in 
the same church, the bishop administered 
the holy rite of confirmation to twenty 
persons. 


In the Diocese of New-York. 


On Thursday, June 5th, 1828, the Right 
Rev.Bishop Hobart consecrated All Saints’ 
church, lately erected in Henry, at the 
corner of Scammel-street, in this city. 
The morning prayer was read by the Rev. 
Benjamin T. Onderdonk, D. D., an assist- 
ant minister of Trinity church, New-York, 
and the lessons by the Rev. John Brown, 
rector of St. George’s church, Newburgh, 
Orange county, New-York; and the ser- 
mon preached by the bishop; who was at- 
tended, on the occasion, by a large num- 
ber of the clergy, and of members of the 
different vestries in the city. The church, 
which is the seventeenth place of worship 
belonging to our communion in this city, 
is a substantial stone edifice, 90 feet by 
64, finished in a style of great neatness; 
and reflects much credit on the vestry 
and parishioners. 

On Monday, July 7th, the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hobart held an ordination in St. 
George’s church, Hallet’s Cove, Long- 
Island. On this occasion the Rev. Samuel 
Seabury, A. M., deacon, minister of that 
church, was admitted to the holy order of 
priests; and Isaac Pardee, A. B., John C- 
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Porter, A. B., and Ephraim Punderson, 
A. B., alumni of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, to that of 
deacons. The morning prayer was read 
by the Rev. Jonathan M. Wainwright, 
D. D. rector of Grace church, New-York, 
and the sermon preached by the Rev. 
William Berrian, an assistant minister of 
Trinity church, New-York. 

On Saturday, July 19th, at the White 
Plains, the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart ad- 
mitted the Rev. Alexander H. Crosby, an 
alamnus of the General Theological Se- 
minary ; and on the Monday following, at 
North-Salem, the Rev. Hiram Jelliff, to the 
holy order of priests. 

In the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

In Christ church, Philadelphia, on Wed- 
nesday, the 28th of May, 1828, the Right 
Rev. Bishop White admitted the Rev. 
Benjamin Hutchins, missionary, and the 
Rev. John A. Hicks, minister of Trinity 
church, Easton, deacons, alumni of the 
General Theological Seminary of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, to the holy order of priests. 


In the Diocese of Delaware. 


St. Peter’s church, Smyrna, was conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty God on 
Monday, the 9th of June, 1828, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Onderdonk. Morning 
prayer was conducted by the Rev. Mr. 
Prestman, of Newcastle, and the sentence 
of consecration was read by the Rev. Mr. 
Mead, of Philadelphia. At the same time 
and place, confirmation was administered 
to ten persons. 

On Sunday, the 15th of June, Bishop 
Onderdonk held a confirmation in Em- 
manuel church, Newcastle, when nine 
persons were confirmed. And the next 
day he administered that rite to eleven 
persons in St. James’s church, Staunton. 


In the Diocese of Virginia. 

On Sunday, the 18th of May, 1828, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Moore held an ordina- 
tion in Bristol parish, Petersburgh, Vir- 
ginia, and admitted to the holy order of 
deacons the following young men, chiefly, 
We believe, of the theological school of 
Virginia :—-Mervin Allen, Ebenezer Boy- 
den, John Cote, Charles Dresser, Zacha- 
riah H. Goldsmith, Nahum G. Osgood, and 
Jacob Rice. Morning service was con- 
ducted by the Rev. William Steele, and a 

iscourse, with the charge to the candi- 
_ delivered by the Rev. Reuel Keith, 


In the Diocese of South-Carolina- 

On Sunday, the 18th of May, 1828, in 
St. Stephen’s church, Charleston, the 
Right Rey. Bishop Bowen administered 

4postolic rite of confirmation to thirty- 
persons, 
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In the Diocese of Quebec, 

The interesting ceremony of consecrat- 
ing achurch, the first of the kind that 
ever took place in Upper-Canada, was re- 
cently witnessed at Kingston, Wlien. St. 
George’s church, in that town, was conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty God by 
the Right Kev. Dr. Stewart, bishop of 
Quebec. There were present an unusually 
large congregation, and the following cler- 
gymen, viz. the Venerable Archdeacon of 
Kingston, the Rev. Mr. Archbold, chap- 
lain to the, bishop, the Rev. Mr. Camp- 
bell, the Rev. Mr. Greer, the Rev. Mr. 
Morley, the Rev. Mr. Funney, and the 
Rev. Mr. Payne. The petition was pre- 
sented by Thomas Markland, esq., and 
the Hon. George Markland delivered the 
deed of the church-grounds into the hands. 
of the bishop. After the consecration, 
the bishop preached a sermon from Gen. 
xxviii. 17—And he was afraid, and said, 
How dreadful is this place! this is none 
other but the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven. 


— eas 
New Churches. 


Tar corner stone of a new church, to 
be called St. Mark’s, was laid with religi- 
ous services in Orange, Essex county, 
New-Jersey, on the 12th of May, 1828, by 
the Rev. Benjamin Holmes; and on the 
14th of the same month, the same clergy- 
man, with like services, laid the corner 





stone of a new church, to be called St. 


Peter's, in Morris-Town, New-Jersey. 

On the 3lst of May, the corner stone 
of a new church, to be called Trinity 
church, was laid in Washington City. 

On the 18th of June, the corner stone 
ofa new church,by the name of St. Mark’s, 
was laid at Hunt’s Hollow, Alleghany 
county, New-York. The building is to be 
Gothic in its structure, 50 feet by 38. 

The corner stone of St. John’s church, 
Wilkinsonville, Sutton, Massachusetts, 
was laid on the anniversary of St. John 
Baptist, June 24th, agreeably to ancient 
masonic usages. An address on the oc- 
casion was delivered by the Rev. George 
Taft, rector of St. Paul’s church, Paw- 
tucket, Rhode-Island, It is said that this 
church is erecting at the sole expense of 
David Wilkinson, esq. of North-Provi- 
dence, Rhode-Island. 


—_—_— 
Works of the Reformers. 

Ir is intended to publish at Halle, a- 
Corpus Reformatorum, or complete collec- 
tion of the Works of the Reformers, com- 
mencing with those of Melancthon, and 
continuing with those of Luther, Calvin, 
Zuingle, and the minor reformers. The 
celebrated Dr. Bretschneider is to be the 
editor. The works of every reformer will 
be accompanied by a portrait; a fac-simile 
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of his hand-writing, and a short account 
of his life, together with a supplement of 
literary matter, and a copious index. 


Bohemia. 

The circulation of the Scriptures is pro- 
hibited by the authorities of the Romish 
church, and in consequence many families 
are leaving that communion embrac- 
ing the doctrines, not being able 
to reconcile it with their consciences to 
continue in a church that dreads the pe- 
rusal of the records of religious truth by 
its members.—For. Quart. Rev. 

In Silesia the debates respecting the 
principles of Romanism are still carried 
on with warmth and eagerness, and the 
light of the reformation appears to be 
gaining apace upon the night in which the 
church in that country has been hitherto 
involved. 


Syriac Literature. 


The cultivators of this language, hi- 
therto too much neglected in our coun- 
try, will have reason to rejoice in the pub- 
lication of “A. T. Hoffmauni Gramma- 
tice Syriace Lebretres, 4to. Halz, 1827.” 
It is the well known and valued work of 
the younger Michaelis, refounded and 
greatly enlarged with matter highly in- 
teresting and useful, indeed essential, to 
him who would make himself a thorough 
master of the language. The execution 
of the book is elegant and accurate, and 
although expensive, it will richly repay 
the Biblical student who will make him- 
self master of its contents. 


The late Bishop Taylor. 


A memorial, commemorative of the 
worth of Bishop Jeremy Taylor, has been 
erected in the chancel of the cathedral 
church of Lisburn, by the bishop and 
clergy of Down and Connor. It consists 
of a marble slab, with the inscription, 
resting on a suitable base, to which are 
affixed the arms of the See, quartered 
with those of Bishop Taylor. The slab is 
supported by pilasters, on which crosiers 
are sculptured. On the top is a sarco- 
phagus, having a Bible lying on it, sur- 
mounted by a mitre. The work was exe- 
cuted by Mr. Smyth, of Dublin, and is 
creditable to the skill and taste of that 
eminent sculptor. The following is the 
inscription :— 

“ Not to perpetuate the memory of one 
whose works,will be his most enduring 
memorial, but that there may not be want- 
ing a public testimony to his memory in 
the diocese, which derives honour from 


Miscellaneous Articles. 





[No. . 


his superintendence, this tablet is in. 
scribed with the name of Jeremy Taylor, 
D.D., who, on the restoration in MDCLX. 
of the British Church and Monarchy, in 
the fall of which he had partaken, hay; 
been promoted to the Bishoprick of Down 
and Connor; and having presided for ge. 
ven years in that See, as also over the ad. 
joining diocese of Dromore, which wag 
soon after intrusted to his care, ‘on ac. 
count of his virtue, wisdom, and hu- 
manity ;’ died at Lisburn, August 13th, 
MDCLXVIL, in the 55th year of his age; 
leaving behind him a renown, to 
that p Be of the illustrious sons, whom 
the Anglican Church, rich in worthies, 
hath brought forth; as a bishop, distin- 
guished for munificence and vigilance 
truly Episcopal; as a theologian, for piety 
the most ardent, learning the most exten. 
sive, and eloquence inimitable; in his 
writings, a persuasive guide to earnestness 
of devotion, uprightness of practice, and 
Christian forbearance and toleration; a 
powerful asserter of Episcopal govern. 
ment and Liturgical worship, and an able 
exposer of the errors of the Romish 
Church; in his manners, a pattern of his 
own rules of holy living and holy dying, 
and a follower of the great exemplar of 
sanctity, as portrayed by him in the per. 
son of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
“ Reader, though it fall not to thy let 
to attain the intellectual excellence of this 
Master in Israel, thou mayest rival him in 
that which was the highest scope even of 


‘his ambition, an honest conscience, and a 


Christian life.” 

(On the plinth supporting the sarcopha- 

gus.) 

** Non magna loquimur, sed vivimus; 

* Nihil opinionis gratia, omnia conscientiz 
faciam.” 

(On the plinth supporting the pilasters.) 
—* This tablet was inscribed by the Bi- 
shop and Clergy of Down and Connor, in 
the year of our Lord, 1827.”—LJrish paper. 

—_—_—_aeo 
Calendar for September, 1828. 

7. Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
14. Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
17 
19, Ember Days. 
20. 
21 Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity: , 

*§ St. Matthew. 

28. Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity. 
29. St. Michael and All Angels. 


Ecclesiastical Meetings in Sept. 1828. 
$. New-Hampshire Convention meets. 
24. Convention of the Eastern Diocese. 


OP We regret that the arrangements for the present number render necessary * 
postponement of the very interesting documents relative to St. Paul’s church, Albany, 
which we have been requested to republish from the Auburn Gospel Messenger. 





